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ignored the black regiment upon its return from Cuba in March,
1899, and the men were quickly mustered out.

Colonel Beck, upon returning to civilian life, immediately re-
Su_n?ed an active role in politics and as editor of the Topeka Colored
Citizen, beginning in June, 1900, was a persistent critic of McKinley
and the Republican policy of expansion.5!

S taBty 1899 1_\793? oes In Kansas, like those elsewhere in the United

es, manifested increasing disenchantment with the whole im-
pfnal{st Eﬂterpl:ise. Their attitude was shaped by the rising tide
:;)h el'aCIal repression at home, the treatment of Negro soldiers during
b :;?:‘}; Elti!;ld the ngoFﬂﬁBg evidence that the American version of
seemed to V:Hgas ‘Ing .fastened upon Cuba. Experience in Cuba
from the oyts 3}‘:3 the views of those skeptical black Kansans who
Crow em utset 'ad envisioned a Jim Crow war resulting in a Jim
colored P“EI:@CII would leave colored Americans as well as the
condit; oxfotﬁa tions of the S_PaﬂiSh colonies in a more oppressed
themselves h I:lever. According to the Parsons Blade, the Cubans
rhetoric ai}oi hcome at last to understand that for all McKinley's
been metivared mlnai{mty, ;‘imerican intervention in the island had
Blade conclud solely by “the greed of gain.” Such deception, the
. ncluded, was to be expected of “a nation that shows by

had hardened into belligerent opposition

the attempt of the United States to subdue

became evident dun'ng
the “insurrection” in the
From the mom

ent American forces landed in the Philippine

Island _ ' ces landed in the PP

. S, black Americans displayed sympathy for the independence
People whom they identified as “our colored
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don’t know if we are in favor of that or not, [but] we wish this
provoked war would soon come to a close.” 5

Others had no such doubts. When the Department of War or-
ganized two black volunteer regiments for service in the Philippines,
the Kansas City American Citizen expressed vehement opposition
to what it called “pitting Negro against Negro.” “God forbid,” the
paper declared, “the sending of a single Negro soldier from this
country to kill their own kith and kin for fighting for the cause they
believe to be right.” 5 Convinced that American rule “was no con-
Solation for any human being with a dark colored skin,” the Parsons
Blade quoted a statement that it was better for Filipinos to “fight
and die rather than surrender to American rule.” 5 The unenthusi-
astic response of black Kansans to the War Department’s call for
volunteers to serve in the Philippines suggested that such editorial
Sentiment accurately reflected Negro opinion in the state.®

In spite of all their rage over the Philippine imbroglio, black
Kansans had by no means forsaken their interest in America’s new
fmpire as a possible refuge from the oppressive atmosphere at
home. In fact, it appeared that such a possibility offered the only
hope of Negroes to share in the “harvest” of imperialism. The
deteriorating status of black citizens throughout the United States
Prompted numerous schemes for emigration, and probably in no
other state did such projects elicit more lively discussion among
Negroes than in Kansas. '

In some instances, support for the emigration of Negroes to Cuba,
? uerto Rico, and the Philippines was related to the opposition to
mfperialism expressed by Negroes in the state. Some of those com-
mltteé to the cause of emigration were unalterably oppos ed to
American annexation of these islands on the grounds that it would

mﬂﬁf)’_ whatever advantages the Negro might hope to find there.
In the words of one black editor, “inequitable domination over all

classes of dark people . . . will be the inevitable policy of our

Caucaﬁian brethren, and with the tendency now in vogue in the
hew districts, the opportunities of the Afro-Americans will be a

fundred times poorer than they would be if independent r epublics
' hands of the -

Were established with government left
rruve peoples.”® Other Negroes in Kansas
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