: SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR NEGROES
? “party of Lincoln” largely as a result of the indifference and racial
g prejudice displayed by its white leadership.?
Kansas Negroes and the Spanish-American War Throughout the 1890’s the rising tide of prejudice and violence
W B. GatEwoop, Ja encountered by blacks caused them to sear'ch frantically for means s """
' o : of securing protection and status. Early in the decade a sizable !
THE ROLE of Negroes in the imperialistic ventures of the United segment of the black electorate in Kansas shifted its support from
| States at the end of the 19th century dramatized the irony and | Republicanism to either Democracy or Populism. In the case of
mco?gruities bred by their anamolous position in American society. Populism, as one student has shown, it was not the party’s ideology
rDendeelfmtEjet gzli;:rzizfiz t‘LVaxI'J P?fggasets twer:n ga{::(:o;ldl?:?s z but rather its politics which appelaleg to Negmgls IWh'Oie 1;1;:15111311}{_ |
; Cuba. P _ tae nited otates, _ _; concern was patronage and security. Because their intere
| uba, Fuerto Rico, and the Philippines, they became representatives fered substantially from those of white Populists, the allegiance of
x abroad among “colored peoples” for a nation which made color a , Negroes to the party was always tenuous. In short, black Kansans
badge of inferiority. Whatever misgivings black Americans may ) in the 1890’s seemed willing to cast their lot with any party or
] nave entertained regarding a crusade in behalf of “our little brown | movement that promised to provide them recognition, stability, afld
1__ :sut?:ris in the islands,: t}}ey were car eful to 3-V0id- anythJBi th;: % protection.® Their deteriorating P?siﬁan heighten’ed the§r anxieties
- mpugn the patriotism of their race or play into the han s and spawned a new note of militancy. Expressing this sense of
T I of those bent upon nullifying the 14th and 15th amendments. In | frustration in 1897, Monroe Dorsey, a Negro editor in Parsons,
% - the hope of enhancing their status as American citizens, New ? declared: “Black rr;en everywhere C{;uld pin their faith to nothing
% . the: ‘ ?11'3: ailure to 1‘.631128 su;’:h hffPeS only deepen . to use it when emergencies call it. Prayers and pleading m%)’ )
SRR elr sense of alienation and despair. The experience of Negroes I | allright but they have proven of little avail when a black man’s life
B Kansas provides in microcosm the larger story of the expectations ; is in the balance » 4
o and frustrations engendered by the imperialistic enterprises among I The outbreak ;)f ;:he‘ w'ar with Spain which ocourr ed just as black
” Eaﬂk Americ?.ns in general. NOWhere else was the ambivaleﬂc‘e Kansans stood “on th e brink Of 9 mlghty uncertainty,” in_tmduced E
; at characterized Negro opinion more evident. : 2 new element into the situation. For many it was an element of
: _ By 1898 an air of uncertainty hung over the black community | hope likely to enh thei rch for status and security. “The
S in Kansas. Concentrated largely in towns in the eastern section of g Ameri }I:I O epnance el S:; .. » Monroe Dorsey declared,
the state, the black population had increased rapidly as a result of ) can Negro is strictly an encani ot all comers,
g o the so-called Exodus of 1879, Although Kansas may well have not | and can be trusted to defend the American flag aga will a change
2 o been the “New Canaan” many of the Negroes who migrated from ] but the flag does not protect him at home or abroad. | A:xe et
th% South expected to find, it did provide respite from the more & :}Oﬂgtake place? was war the weapon of God to bring _ § %é
% odious aspects of their previous existence. The presence of 31113“' mer It seems so.” 5 .« s 95. the Negro @%
. late ?pckesmen, as well as greater opportunities for education, 0 - ? mell the beginning of the Cuban revo_latlen'm 18 2, '+ The % i
if; nomic advancement, and effective organization at least gave Negroes | Pr?ss In Kansas followed its progress with partlf:t;lar mz:;i | w;th
§ i:ﬁKansas a degree of security and respect. Even though the pOP“‘ : editors of black newspapers ¢ in the state c}early sympa ized WITH
%ﬁi; on of the state iHCludEd Only 50}0@ Neg;mes a decade aftﬁ' the

Exgiz the small black electorate was assiduously courted
ﬁﬁcan parties. For a time Negroes remained l()ya_l to the )
' had become
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- “The Negro and Populism,” p. 418.

ciwiththe 1 pical of the attitude expressed by Kansas
chanted with &% . meeting of Negroes in Atchion in 1?94 who
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