: SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR NEGROES
? “party of Lincoln” largely as a result of the indifference and racial
g prejudice displayed by its white leadership.?
Kansas Negroes and the Spanish-American War Throughout the 1890’s the rising tide of prejudice and violence
W B. GatEwoop, Ja encountered by blacks caused them to sear'ch frantically for means s """
' o : of securing protection and status. Early in the decade a sizable !
THE ROLE of Negroes in the imperialistic ventures of the United segment of the black electorate in Kansas shifted its support from
| States at the end of the 19th century dramatized the irony and | Republicanism to either Democracy or Populism. In the case of
mco?gruities bred by their anamolous position in American society. Populism, as one student has shown, it was not the party’s ideology
rDendeelfmtEjet gzli;:rzizfiz t‘LVaxI'J P?fggasets twer:n ga{::(:o;ldl?:?s z but rather its politics which appelaleg to Negmgls IWh'Oie 1;1;:15111311}{_ |
; Cuba. P _ tae nited otates, _ _; concern was patronage and security. Because their intere
| uba, Fuerto Rico, and the Philippines, they became representatives fered substantially from those of white Populists, the allegiance of
x abroad among “colored peoples” for a nation which made color a , Negroes to the party was always tenuous. In short, black Kansans
badge of inferiority. Whatever misgivings black Americans may ) in the 1890’s seemed willing to cast their lot with any party or
] nave entertained regarding a crusade in behalf of “our little brown | movement that promised to provide them recognition, stability, afld
1__ :sut?:ris in the islands,: t}}ey were car eful to 3-V0id- anythJBi th;: % protection.® Their deteriorating P?siﬁan heighten’ed the§r anxieties
- mpugn the patriotism of their race or play into the han s and spawned a new note of militancy. Expressing this sense of
T I of those bent upon nullifying the 14th and 15th amendments. In | frustration in 1897, Monroe Dorsey, a Negro editor in Parsons,
% - the hope of enhancing their status as American citizens, New ? declared: “Black rr;en everywhere C{;uld pin their faith to nothing
% . the: ‘ ?11'3: ailure to 1‘.631128 su;’:h hffPeS only deepen . to use it when emergencies call it. Prayers and pleading m%)’ )
SRR elr sense of alienation and despair. The experience of Negroes I | allright but they have proven of little avail when a black man’s life
B Kansas provides in microcosm the larger story of the expectations ; is in the balance » 4
o and frustrations engendered by the imperialistic enterprises among I The outbreak ;)f ;:he‘ w'ar with Spain which ocourr ed just as black
” Eaﬂk Americ?.ns in general. NOWhere else was the ambivaleﬂc‘e Kansans stood “on th e brink Of 9 mlghty uncertainty,” in_tmduced E
; at characterized Negro opinion more evident. : 2 new element into the situation. For many it was an element of
: _ By 1898 an air of uncertainty hung over the black community | hope likely to enh thei rch for status and security. “The
S in Kansas. Concentrated largely in towns in the eastern section of g Ameri }I:I O epnance el S:; .. » Monroe Dorsey declared,
the state, the black population had increased rapidly as a result of ) can Negro is strictly an encani ot all comers,
g o the so-called Exodus of 1879, Although Kansas may well have not | and can be trusted to defend the American flag aga will a change
2 o been the “New Canaan” many of the Negroes who migrated from ] but the flag does not protect him at home or abroad. | A:xe et
th% South expected to find, it did provide respite from the more & :}Oﬂgtake place? was war the weapon of God to bring _ § %é
% odious aspects of their previous existence. The presence of 31113“' mer It seems so.” 5 .« s 95. the Negro @%
. late ?pckesmen, as well as greater opportunities for education, 0 - ? mell the beginning of the Cuban revo_latlen'm 18 2, '+ The % i
if; nomic advancement, and effective organization at least gave Negroes | Pr?ss In Kansas followed its progress with partlf:t;lar mz:;i | w;th
§ i:ﬁKansas a degree of security and respect. Even though the pOP“‘ : editors of black newspapers ¢ in the state c}early sympa ized WITH
%ﬁi; on of the state iHCludEd Only 50}0@ Neg;mes a decade aftﬁ' the

Exgiz the small black electorate was assiduously courted
ﬁﬁcan parties. For a time Negroes remained l()ya_l to the )
' had become
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- “The Negro and Populism,” p. 418.

ciwiththe 1 pical of the attitude expressed by Kansas
chanted with &% . meeting of Negroes in Atchion in 1?94 who
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LS L L

the oppressed Cubans whose plight was likened to that of black enthusiasm for a Cuba Libre, roundly denounced “those hot-headed
Americans in the South. That the oppressed in Cuba included a ; war Tanters’” who were urging McKinley to declare war and
sizable colored population made it easy for Kansas Negroes to | insisted that American military forces could be put to better us;:e
establish a racial identity with the Cubans and support their aspira- against lynch mobs in the United States than against Spaniards in
tions for freedom. Like other black citizens, those in Kansas idolized | Cuba.l2

the Negro leaders of the Cuban revolution such as Antonio Maceo 7 Although Negroes in Kansas conceded that in the event of war
and Quintin Banderas. The death of Maceo late in 1896 prompted the black man would fulfill his “plain duty” as a citizen by taking
a black Republican paper, the Parsons Weekly Blade, to call for up arms, they insisted that participation in the military effort must
20,000 Americans to go to Cuba “to avenge the treacherous murder’ be of a kind that would enhance, not degrade, his status and rested
' of the mulatto leader at hands of the “dirty Spaniards.”” | upon the assumption that once the war was over Uncle Sam would

Other Negro journals in Kansas, regardless of political affiliation, “sweep his own door stone.” As a Negro in Coffeyville noted, “the

joined in the demand that the United States recognize Cuban inde- t blood of ] ..
s~ hundr f t black men all over this country was
pendence. The Topeka Colored Citizen, a mouthpiece for Negro of hundreds of innocen ©

- left unavenged to prosecute a foreign war.” 13
Populists, . ce Y aaie g P g prosecu gn o
5 P saw the opposition Of_ the monied institutions” as the Several weeks before the official declaration of war on April 25,
greatest obstacle to American aid for the embattled Cubans.® In 1898 all £ Lk Tect f the regular United States army
spite of the lofty rhetoric employed by black journalists in defense : our black regiments of the regular :
- y y ) - the 24th and 25th inf d the 9th and 10th cavalry) were dis-
of a free, independent Cuba, their concern was by no means devoid an aﬂtry and the . oo of Cuba
of considerations of self-interest. As early as 1897 these same editors | patched to Tampa, Fla., in preparation for the -mvaswn‘ ot W d
began to talk of an in dependent Cuba as a haven for black Amer: News that the black regiments had been called into service Inspire
cans desirous of finding economic opportunities and relief from Kansas Negroes with considerable pride and prompted much dis-
: racial discrimination.? | cussion of Crispus Attucks, Peter Salem, and other black men who
. The sinking of the Maine in February, 1898, prompted Negroes | ha‘} figured in other great crises in the nations history. Momen-
o in Kansas 1o consider seriously whether they, as an oppressed people, - tarily, the sight of black regulars marching off to war boosted }10?63
's'ere vf’ﬂlmg to participate in a war to liberate Cuba from Spanish that Negroes would gain recognition in the war. But the prejudice
s fespf}ha];ils;n. As war grew imminent, some began to discover reasons encountered by the black soldiers in Florida scarcely encouraged
x_ mor taking a lﬁss b?llfcose view. But whether black Kansans became their optimism. Althou 2h black troops were moving to the front, a
wl?a i ?hr less jingoistic, their position was invariably determined by Negro editor in Kansas City observed, “they should remember
-1€y envisioned as the effect of war upon their status as cit- the conditions of mankind are not equal in this republic and there
'zfe:;kaAémzir al; these excitements of war with Spain . . v tge | will be no return for too strong patriotic zeal.” 18 When white
| O g9 “ . . . . arms
we cut in all fhls(;’:t'z'l"e;; tasblsed, the 1flea :EII?L.‘:TESI,,mIIE as t(:l W:lat gi-ur:emﬁ , Kansans criticized Negrges for their lack of ardor in mshmg to h ?
caused some black Kang egm;z mxght well “stand on'y ts about the Coffeyville American replied: “Jim Crow cars and southern
& war with Spain.1° Ey aﬂsthto C O;e se-mms sec?nd thﬁil a¢ in- ; hﬁSpita]jty are not very great inducements.” |
clined to appmv; any eaI::ﬁgz b ' fﬂ’“ﬂednf mem' rican, W f' P"wr osident Other black newspapers in Kansas condemned th whole concept
William McKinley, declared: “'ghe : 4 I;trti?soiozntry while cf S€parate, all-black units in the regular army and. msxsted that
they are ready to fight the l;attles of eUgZ?: gam are nev*er;hélf‘ﬁa % such units were retained, the existing practice of havmg w;h};!:
where, no less than those in Kansas as, consid e;:red ”"”
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Negro officers an insult to the race.l” When white Americans heaped
praise upon the Negro regulars for their gallantry in the Santiago
campaign during June and July, 1898, black Kansans demanded that
these plaudits be followed by the promotion of Negro heroes to the
ranks of commissioned officers. Failure to achieve such promotions
appeared to confirm the prediction by the Coffeyville American that
tl‘:ne' war would accentuate the Negro’s “peculiar position” by empha-
sizing that he was “first a negro then a citizen or a soldier.” 1 The
Topeka State Ledger, edited by the prominent black Republican
F:. L. Jeltz,*® reminded Negro Republicans that there would be pre-
ﬁous. tew re'wards left for black soldiers by the time President
McKmIey finished lavishing military honors upon ex-Confederates.?
~vionroe Dorsey of the Parsons Blade warned that even the abiding
patriotism of black men could scarcely remain unaffected by the
“Iflay they were “being ignored . . . and insulted” by those in
Cl arge 3f the war. “These insults to his manhood,” Dorsey con-
¢ Igded, are tr}iing to the very soul of the Negro.” 2!
lgstﬁizlz;letr?ssmns, however, did not mean that Negroes in Kansas
deford thees A]; th‘e war. They continued to profess a willingness to
of the Snar heflcan flag and to aid the oppressed “colored peoples”
Bantie panis isles. W. L. Grant of Topeka, an influential Negro
"Vl? nister, toured the state urging “colored men to arms.”
kinse mus}r not fozget,” be told his audiences, “that we have 200,000
en in Cuba.” 2 Qther Negro spokesmen insisted that the active

-black men in the military struggle would go far
. atung racial prejudice and toward securing first-class
au Ip. A Negro editor in Wichita proclaimed: “The Negro
means more to him than anything that
the morning stars sang together. It will
e citizen and bring him up to the full

Jane 11, 1898,
with Populism

........

Blad. L ema
’““"gfﬁ.gg?& 1898; Topeka State Ledger, May 7, July 9. 1%& |
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to Cuba as soldiers than a chance to stop Spanish bullet” because
the thrifty and energetic among them would have adequate oppor-
tunity to “reap abundantly from the natural resources of that won-
derfully productive country.” 2¢ The Topeka Colored Citizen, one
of the earliest and most persistent advocates of Negro emigration
to the Spanish islands, based its plea not only upon economic oppor-
tunities but also envisioned these islands as a utopia for the enjoy-
ment of civil liberties. “The treatment of the colored man among
the Latin races everywhere,” the Topeka paper maintained, “has
ever been more humane and equitable . . . than among the
Anglo-Saxon or Teutonic races.” 2

Regardless of the argument used by black Kansans in their call to
arms, virtually all accepted the idea that Negro Americans were
immune to the climate and diseases of the tropics. So the prospect
of an overseas empire in “a tropical clime” offered “a brighter out-
look for the negro climatically, industrially, and socially than any
other class of American citizens.” 26

The volunteer army, recruited primarily from the states on a
quota basis, obviously offered Kansas Negroes the best opportunity
for rendering military service in the Spanish-American war. Local
?Olitics in many states dictated these volunteer units mustered
Ito federal service. In Kansas the political situation operated to
the advantage of those desiring military recognition for Negroes.
The administration of Gov. John W. Leedy, a Populist elected in
1896 on a Populist-Democratic fusion ticket, had not only been
plagued by internal dissension but had also been unable to over-
come the effects of the Populist-Democratic defeat in the national
elections of the same year. Facing reelection in the fall of 1898,
Leedy needed desperately to bolster the declining fortune of the
tusion forces especially by regaining the support of those such as
N:egl’%s who had become estranged from Populism. Under t‘hB
CIrcumstances, therefore, the governor was particularly receptive
to the clamor among Negroes for a black volunteer regiment com-
manded by black officers.?”

Unlike most governors, Leedy ignored the state’s three natienal
guard regiments in filling volunteer quotas and decided instead to

fecognize volunteer units being organized by citizens thrfmghﬂﬂt

25 @' ke Weekly Blade, July 2, 1898.
- Topeka Colored Citizen, May 26, 1898. .
Blade, May"aw Oﬂm - 29, 1898; ses; also, May
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N the state.8 Since there were no black units of the national guard in |
e Kansas, the governor’s decision won almost universal praise among f
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Negroes. By the time of the President’s second call for volunteers

. black Kansans had organized a sufficient number of companies {0
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constitute a regiment which Leedy accepted as a part of the states
quota. Fully cognizant of the demand by Negroes for a full slate :
of black officers, the governor resisted pressure from within his '
administration to place white officers in command of the black
regiment and issued commissions to 29 Negro officers including
several politically influential individuals.?? James Beck® a black
Populist who held a minor office in Leedy’s administration was
appointed commanding officer of the newly organized 23d Kansas
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. volunteer infantry with the rank of lieutenant colonel.*' o
...... 1o If Leedy’s decision to accept a black regiment was designed to _;
i win support among Negroes, it appeared to have been successful
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. On the night of June 22, 1898, the date of his announcement regard-
' ing the black regiment, “an acre of Negro citizens assembleﬁ @“33
the National hotel [in Topeka] to express their appreciation. -
Negroes who had remained loyal to the Populist party IﬂtﬁﬂPmtEd '
the governor’s action as a vindication of their allegiance. Fgr &z
the acceptance of a black regiment was “the crowning act” of
“brilliant administration.” 3 No less enthusiastic were e
had become disenchanted with Populism. An influential Neget:
Topeka who had returned to the Republican party after an 'mme ;
lude in Leedy’s party concluded that “the Gov. is a pretty fair
after all” and did “what many a Gov. would have been to
to do.” 34

For all its Republican sympathies the Parsons Blade
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20. Topeka Colored Citizen, April 21, May 26, June 2, 23,
Blade, June 25, 1898; Topeka Siate er, June 25, 1898; for
of the Kansas Volunteer infantry (Colored), see Jobn
Progress of the Colored Race (Chicago, n. p., 1899), pp-
. 30. For a biographical sketch of James Beck, see Topeka
31. There was considerable discussion of a plan to combine
command of Charles Young, 2 Negro gmé)m of wmm
33, Topeka Colored Citizen, July 14, 1808.

AL that Leedy had “done more to recognize the citizensiip O ° = |
. than any of the Republicans who always claim to be t o ;
friend.” 35 For the moment Leedy had a substantial Pﬁef}sﬁmlx SR
ing among black Kansans, even though they might oth TR
28. Clanton, Kagnsas P , pp. 212, 213; A i
ter of Important Events of the Year, 1898 (New York, D. A 3
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SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR NEGROES

reservations about the Populist-Democratic fusion ticket. Evidence
suggests that many Negroes may have decided to follow the course
taken by the State Ledger, a black Republican paper, which en-
dorsed Leedy for governor but supported Republicans for all other
state offices.3® But whether Leedy could retain his popularity among
Negroes until the fall elections remained to be seen.

Late in August the 23d Kansas was selected by the War Depart-
ment for garrison duty in Cuba. In a stirring address to the troops
on the eve of their departure, Governor Leedy declared: “No troops
that have been camped in Kansas have behaved better than you.
You can be relied upon to go to a foreign country.” He also assured
the men that in Cuba they would find themselves “among a people
of your own race” but a people far less intelligent than they were.>
Black Kansans interpreted the dispatch of the regiment to Cuba as
a signal honor for the race. But as Colonel Beck often reminded his
men, the race was on trial, because a black volunteer unit with a
complete roster of black officers was an experiment and its per-
formance would affect the future of all Negroes in the United
States.38

The 23d Kansas arrived in Cuba early in September, 1895, and
established camp at San Luis near two other Negro volunteer regi-
ments. Among the jobs undertaken by these volunteers, other than
those normally a part of their garrison duties, were the construction
of roads and bridges and the repair of streets and plazas.® The
cordial relations which developed between the Cubans and the
black soldiers from Kansas appeared to confirm the prognosis of
a Negro editor who maintained: “The Negroes of America can
better understand the condition of the Cubans and can better ﬁ?at
with them and make everlasting friends, while the white soldier
With his bundle of hatred for anything not of white skin, haughty
airs and bulldozing disposition, can make nothing but enemies out
of the Cubans.” 4 |

Several men of the Kansas regiment married Cuban senoritas.
Others became so enamored of the economic possibilities of the
island that jt was estimated that half of the men in the regiment

§$~ Topeka State Ledger, October 29, 1898.  ; 
o8, Topeka Colored Citizen, August 25, 1898,
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the Negro press in Kansas provided abundant advice about the
climate, growing season, and job opportunities in Cuba.*

While Leedy’s “black regiment” was still performing garrison
duty, the political campaign in Kansas was entering its final stages.
Negro voters were the recipients of considerable attention from
both Republicans and fusionists. Anxious to capture some of the
black support which the creation of the Negro regiment had appar-
ently gained for Leedy, the Republicans claimed that the selection
of the Kansas volunteers for service in Cuba had actually been
arranged by Republican Congressman Charles Curtis. According
to their version, the black regiment would never have left its camp
near Topeka if Curtis had not rushed to Washington and used his
influence with President McKinley.#2 Taking a different approach,
W. B. Townsend, a black Republican leader in Leavenworth, criti-
cized Leedy for waiting so long to accept the black regiment. He
charged that only when the last call for volunteers had been made
and Kansas was short of its quota by 800 men did the governor
accept Negroes. In Townsend’s view, it was ridiculous for Negroes
to support “this Populist” who “at the last moment divided with the
colored men the right to die for their country.” 4

Leedy’s black supporters characterized such charges as cheap
political maneuvers by Republicans to steal credit which rightfully
belonged to the Populist governor. The Parsons Blade, indignant
over the manner in which Republicans connived to “square them-
selves with the colored voters,” maintained that if Curtis was o
any way responsible for the 23d regiment being in Cuba, his purposé
was to have Negroes sent there “to get the fever and die for their
treachery to the g. o. p.” * Neither the Blade nor other pm—LeﬁdY
black journals were impressed by the appeals of William E. Stanley,
the* Republican gubernatorial candidate, who urged Negroes to re-
fain Iﬂ}fal to the party that had freed them. The Topeka Color ed
Citizen insisted that Negroes had “paid that debt of gratitﬂdeﬂ and
urged black Kansans to “vote for the benefit of your babies.” **

In the elections of 1898 Stanley and the Republicans were vic-
It is mmpossible to ascertain with any degree of accuracy
1898, Coffeyville American, November 5, 1898; Topeka Colored Citizen, November ﬂ' |

tonous.
41,

42 Topeka State
Wichita Tribune. Tecyica8er, August 20, 1898; Parsons Weekly Blade, August 27, 1895

| et 3, 1898,
43. Coffeyville | |
. American, October 15, 1898,

ﬁex?m_;i mﬁm ‘U Blade, September 24, 1808, gaw.cm
" TP Colored Citizen, September 8, 15, 29, No i
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SpANISH-AMERICAN WAR NEGROES

how a majority of Negroes voted,*® but there is reason 'to believe that
relatively few actually voted for Leedy. Certainly this Wf’“lfi seem _
to be the case if the vote of the 23d regiment was any indication, .
since of the 383 votes cast by the soldiers fewer than one foulft}l
were for Leedy.*” Undoubtedly the Republican effort to clalm credit
for sending the regiment to Cuba and to cast suSpiClOns upon
Leedy’s motives for creating it were not without effect. No less thar;
others in Kansas, Negroes also recognized that the demuem?nt ;;
Populism was at hand and chose to remain with the P?TFY of me
rather than give their allegiance to the party of William I e@%s
Bryan which included unabashed racists such as Benjamin X.
Tillman of South Carolina. For many black Kansans the dealllilf‘r?
of Populism left them with a choice between the lesser of two politi-
cal party evils.

Egentt); late in 1898 and early in 1899 seemed to belie th&mﬂten{i
tions of those Negroes who still clung to the idea that tl?ehwacrf a:;e
the imperialist policy would somehow improve Ehe plig tth ‘.
race in the United States. A series of brutal lynchings and the o
burst of racial violence in various sections of the Cﬂlmtfy 13) Hlack
to verify the assertion that the display patriotism DY af the
citizens had intensified prejudice against them. The fmhgzm mob
McKinley administration to intervene to pr otect Negrtﬁe; ompted
action in Wilmington, N. C., Phoenix, S. C., and Pana, 2%, F“Mdg o
many to ask the same question posed by the Tapeka State OCEE
since the President is “certain to interfere In Cuban

protect an oppressed people, why in the sam hill don
interfere in the Carolina just now.” *3 About the same

soldiers from Kansas began reporting instances of racial

tion in Cuba, which caused some to ccﬂd;ldefthat wh]—_‘tﬁ i ation”
h : ” llish principle ot race discr m._f":“% iy
ad even introduced “the he P vicl:usly xisted mﬂw ;51 aﬂ_ é

in 2 more virulent form than it ever previously ¢ hat ©
Nearer home black Kansans had reason to dmxbt s

in the military effort had brought them any DBE eﬁts L
and threats of mob action against black mmwm )

from various parts of the state. Even
strongly condemned the spread of th#‘

46. Available statistics on the election prove hﬁi - Eﬁ'*'ﬁ'-'& +Jaad
teresting to note that those counties Larg Mg

gaﬁmty,—.sm Clarence J. He harles A. S8U%
lections, 1859.1958 { Lawrence,

47. Topeka State Ledger,
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310 KaNsAs HisTORICAL QUARTERLY

ignored the black regiment upon its return from Cuba in March,
1899, and the men were quickly mustered out.

Colonel Beck, upon returning to civilian life, immediately re-
Su_n?ed an active role in politics and as editor of the Topeka Colored
Citizen, beginning in June, 1900, was a persistent critic of McKinley
and the Republican policy of expansion.5!

S taBty 1899 1_\793? oes In Kansas, like those elsewhere in the United

es, manifested increasing disenchantment with the whole im-
pfnal{st Eﬂterpl:ise. Their attitude was shaped by the rising tide
:;)h el'aCIal repression at home, the treatment of Negro soldiers during
b :;?:‘}; Elti!;ld the ngoFﬂﬁBg evidence that the American version of
seemed to V:Hgas ‘Ing .fastened upon Cuba. Experience in Cuba
from the oyts 3}‘:3 the views of those skeptical black Kansans who
Crow em utset 'ad envisioned a Jim Crow war resulting in a Jim
colored P“EI:@CII would leave colored Americans as well as the
condit; oxfotﬁa tions of the S_PaﬂiSh colonies in a more oppressed
themselves h I:lever. According to the Parsons Blade, the Cubans
rhetoric ai}oi hcome at last to understand that for all McKinley's
been metivared mlnai{mty, ;‘imerican intervention in the island had
Blade conclud solely by “the greed of gain.” Such deception, the
. ncluded, was to be expected of “a nation that shows by

had hardened into belligerent opposition

the attempt of the United States to subdue

became evident dun'ng
the “insurrection” in the
From the mom

ent American forces landed in the Philippine

Island _ ' ces landed in the PP

. S, black Americans displayed sympathy for the independence
People whom they identified as “our colored

R — : e L T
T
e dd
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don’t know if we are in favor of that or not, [but] we wish this
provoked war would soon come to a close.” 5

Others had no such doubts. When the Department of War or-
ganized two black volunteer regiments for service in the Philippines,
the Kansas City American Citizen expressed vehement opposition
to what it called “pitting Negro against Negro.” “God forbid,” the
paper declared, “the sending of a single Negro soldier from this
country to kill their own kith and kin for fighting for the cause they
believe to be right.” 5 Convinced that American rule “was no con-
Solation for any human being with a dark colored skin,” the Parsons
Blade quoted a statement that it was better for Filipinos to “fight
and die rather than surrender to American rule.” 5 The unenthusi-
astic response of black Kansans to the War Department’s call for
volunteers to serve in the Philippines suggested that such editorial
Sentiment accurately reflected Negro opinion in the state.®

In spite of all their rage over the Philippine imbroglio, black
Kansans had by no means forsaken their interest in America’s new
fmpire as a possible refuge from the oppressive atmosphere at
home. In fact, it appeared that such a possibility offered the only
hope of Negroes to share in the “harvest” of imperialism. The
deteriorating status of black citizens throughout the United States
Prompted numerous schemes for emigration, and probably in no
other state did such projects elicit more lively discussion among
Negroes than in Kansas. '

In some instances, support for the emigration of Negroes to Cuba,
? uerto Rico, and the Philippines was related to the opposition to
mfperialism expressed by Negroes in the state. Some of those com-
mltteé to the cause of emigration were unalterably oppos ed to
American annexation of these islands on the grounds that it would

mﬂﬁf)’_ whatever advantages the Negro might hope to find there.
In the words of one black editor, “inequitable domination over all

classes of dark people . . . will be the inevitable policy of our

Caucaﬁian brethren, and with the tendency now in vogue in the
hew districts, the opportunities of the Afro-Americans will be a

fundred times poorer than they would be if independent r epublics
' hands of the -

Were established with government left
rruve peoples.”® Other Negroes in Kansas

United Ssts 1 ames th Spanion lnds but oy o
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O N B g D T e et

- that the flag extend special protection to black citizens who emi-
. grated there.%0

The most grandiose emigration scheme originating in Kansas was

proposed by the Rev. W. L. Grant. Convinced that Negroes could

“never get justice in the United States,” Grant petitioned Congress-

man Curtis and Sen. L. C. Baker of Kansas, to sponsor a bill for the

tederal government to provide $100,000,000 to assist in settling black

Americans in Cuba, Puerto Rico, Hawaii, and Africa. His plan had

the endorsement of the executive board of the Negro Baptist State - __ S e e

Convention.® But because the prospect for government support of ' 0 . .  EEe.
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CPT. JOHN L. WALLER
(Kansas City, Kan.)

such a scheme was nonexistent, few Negroes displayed enthusiasm o
More feasible in their view was the plan put forward by John L. t
Waller, a prominent black Republican of Topeka who formerly bad & é:
. served as consul in Madagascar and as a captain in the 23d regi- |

B LIRS

ment. Waller encouraged only those Negroes with capital or par- |
ticular skills to emigrate to America’s newly acquired overseas L
. possessions. As he pointed out, any mass exodus of poor, unskilled
bl?ek laborers would be disastrous because they could not compete
with the natives. With considerable fanfare Waller announced in
1899 the organization of the Afro-American Cuban Emigration
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LTC. JAMES BECK
(Manhattan)

» Society to promote his scheme %2 _
j Less ambitious was the plan of John T. Vaney, a Negro _BaPﬁSt

Clergyman of Topeka, who proposed to establish a colony of 30
' Negro American families near Santiago, Cuba.®® There is no evr
denee* to suggest that either Waller or Vaney succeeded in imple-
menting their projects. Increasingly Negroes abandoned emigration

s a Sg}uﬁ{m to their plight in America, largely because the ﬁﬁf |
_ I}OZSesswns appeared by 1900 to offer few guarantees of civil libert .
3115 éven {ewer €conomic opportunities for the Negro masses. f
| - ect:ya:]:] t;l;&AmErican ‘forces broke the back of the Filipino ! ' g
- had dlscard d, Negroes in Kansas and throughout the United Stﬁt% Ty
the benf € Whatever# notions they may have entertained ab

| was the : cenf eﬁfe‘-‘ts ot imperialism upon their status. All t00 cl
o : answer to their persistent question: “What will the I

duty in Cuba during the winter of 1898-1899.
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Officers of the all-black 23d Kansas Volunteer infantry which did
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October 29, 1898, April 1, 1899 |

American Citizen, on the other .

MAJ. JOHN M. BROWN
7 {(Topeka)
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