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Minister Beaupré to the 'Secreﬂzry: of State. .

No. i32.] . . - AMERICAN LEGATION,
- ' Habana, Fe/)ruar_y 27, 1912 7
Sir: With reference to Mr. ]acksons correspondence in 1910 (des-
patch No. 62, of April 22, e/ seg.),* in regard to the arrest and indictment
of Evaristo Estenoz and other leaders of the “ Partido Independlente de
Colon” on the charge of inciting rebelllon T have the honor to report that
- the negro agitation which culminated in- those arrests and which seemed
at that fime to be the forerunner of a race war in Cuba has recently shown
signs of revival in several parts of the Republic. :
‘Estenoz and his followers have long sought to procure the repeal of

- the so-called Morua law, passed by the Cuban Congress in 19og to pro-

hibit the formation of ‘“racial” political parties or their recognition under
the electoral law. In view of the recent successful intimidation of the
Government by the Veterans the Estenozistes.apparently considered the
present a most opportune moment to redouble their efforts. The Gov-
ernment realizes this and, having the Veteranista experience fresh in
mind, is.said to be prepaled to take strong measures to put down the agi-
- tation without temporizing should it. show signs of-gaining headway.

As the Department already knows, Estenoz is a troublesome negro!
“-agitator and, though he has a comparatively small following, mlght in the-
present unsettled pohtlcal situation, be capable of precrpltatmg troub]e of
a seriousnature. The negroes-have always-beenthe backbom Ta

~uprisings in Cuba but under white leadershlp As practically all the talented
negroes and mestizos of political 1nclmat10ns are well cared for by the
Liberal and Conservative parties, the negroes themselves lack the neces-
sary leadership-and talent for organization to bring about unaided a wide-
spread revolt. Therefore I do not think that the present agltatlon will
be productive of anything more than thelpassing excitemént which it -
affords.. At the most a few sporadic outbreaks might occur, which could
be readily put down by the army, Wthh is not in sympathy with the negro
“movement. : :

-~

I have, etc.,” o L AgM. BEAUPRE.

M é%%eaupre’ to t/ze Secretaffy of State.

[Telegram —Extract ]

AMERICAN LEGA’II()N R
Habama May 4, 1912—5 p. m.
Habana stevedores struck last mght and general strike is threatened

ously damages hortlcultural mterests whrch are almost entlrely Amencan”

s 1'3075-—_1




Minister Bmzfpré z‘o.ft/zerS;e:}éé‘q%j}bf;?zdvt;e.

No. 'I32.] . C - AMERIGAN 'LEGATION;
' ' ' Habana, February 27, 1912 o
Sir: With reference to Mr. ]acksons correspondence in 1910 (des- -
patch No. 62, of April 22, ot seg.),* in regard to the arrest and indictment
of Evaristo Estenoz and other leaders of ‘the * Partido Independlente de
Colon” on the charge of inciting rebelhon 1 have the honor to report that
- the negro agitation: which cu]mmated in- those arrests and which seemed.
at that fime to be the forerunner of a race war in Cuba has 1ecently shown 7
signs of revival in several parts of the Republic. ' SR
-Estenoz and his followers have long sought to procure the repeal of

~the so-called Morua law, passed by the Cuban Concrress in-1909 to pro-

-hibit the formation of ‘‘racial” political parties or their recognition under’
the electoral law. In view of the recent successful intimidation of the
Government. by the Veterans the. Estenozistes- ‘apparently considered the
présent a most opportune moment to redouble their efforts. The Gov-’
ernment realizes this and, having the Veteranista experience fresh in -
mind, is said'to’ be pnepaled to take strong measures to put down the agi-
- tation without temporizing should it show signs of- galnmg headway..

As the Department already knows, Estenoz is a troublesome negrc_
-agitator and, though he has a comparatively small following, might, in the
‘ present unsettled pohtlcal situation, be capable of precipitating trouble of -

Ca serious-nature. The negroes-have ahvaw‘*been‘thehackbon’e’ofpohﬁca}-—"—-———

_uprisings in Cuba but under white leadership. As practically all the. talented -
negroes and mestizos of p011t1cal 1nclmat10ns are well cared for by the

- Liberal and Conservative parties, the negroes themselves lack the neces-
‘sary leadership-and talent for organization to bring about unaided a wide- -

. _movement.

spread revolt. Therefore I do not think that the present agltatlon will
be productive of" anythmg more than ‘theupassing excitement which it -
affords. At the most a few' sporadlc ‘outbreaks might occur; which could -
be readily put down by the army, whlch is not. m sympathy with the negro -

-

I have, etc.,” R A M.. BEAUPRh '

M z%eaupré to the Setrez‘ary of Smte

[Telegram —Extract ]

AMERICAN LEGATION ST

Habana stevedores struck last mght and general stnke is threatened i




_reasons anx1ous’to conc
thelr demands

Mzmster Beaupré Zo z‘/ze kSecrez‘ary of Stazfe

[Telegram] - 7]_',;- R s o -
. AMERICAN LEGATION ' - 0
Hab,_‘mz ';{’May 20, 1912——12 noon. <
Government last mght arrested numbe of negroes in- Provinces of cla
»Santlago Santa Clara, and” Pmar del Rio ‘for lleged revolutlcnary plot, fic
- -Some- mounted and. armed. Undelstood that plan was to seize all-rural - oy
v guard posts in these Provmces at sunset to- mght Con51derable number we
‘-[of suspects mcludmg Esterioz, have dlsappeared Inﬂuence being brought - of
. to bear on the ‘President to deal ‘drastically with leaders Government ,

: conﬁdent that movement is completely suppressed - o

g : "BEAUPRE.
MZ?ZZ.S‘ZM’ Beaupre’ to the Sewemry of Sz‘ate 7
[Telegram ] : J
AMERICAN LEGATION - : - B
‘ : Haéana May 21, 1912—3 p.om. - B

Negro movement ev1dently more w1despread and alarming than at
o ﬁxst appeared -Small parties of negroes in conflict with rural guard at dis
“various points, . Several casualties -in rural guard. = Armed negro bands e
“nears Habana~and—at cvarious ‘points i -Oriente and-Santa Clara Provinces ~Tnt
~and’ p0551h1y elsewhere Cuban Central landmg stage at Cruces burned - - Ahg
e by | band of negroes yesterday Leaders threaten to ‘destroy further forelgn ha
e {property “Consul at Sant1ago reports ‘considerable alarm there. - Negroes : E}r;
- -.at various. pomts well armed and reported to be stealmg horses. Consular wi
f;jagent at Sagua la Glande telegraphs repomng corlslderable alalm there L “an
sit

it Hlorhly 1mprobab1e that negroes are -
supp01t from,some other party or - factlon




v -
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Further troops are bemg rushed to the: front The Presrdent hopes that

| ~ ments on the ground that | negroes are avordmg ,ncounters ‘their ﬁlSt object S

“have requested that the Government of the United States procure for them adequate'r

:taken by this Government. in-the hope’ of ‘semewhat: steadymg the s1tua-f5:f_:f

; »31

this direction. He has consrdelably over 2ooo troops ‘in- the ﬁeld»m
Oriente Province with _strict orders to deal severely w1th the rebels.

severe methods will be so effective that he will be able to ‘crush” movement
entlrely within ten days. The Government explams absence of : engage- :

being ‘the destruction- of - property “The Hormlguero Sugar (‘0 near -
Clenfuegos telegraphed this mornlng that armed. ‘negro- bands were roam-f SRR
ing through their property. ‘Have applled for protectlon Consular agent - R
at Matanzas reports that 300 negroes are known to-be missing -from -

that city and that their attltude has been threatemng ‘Authorities there

7 claim to be without forces: to protect property. Have apphed for protec- '

tion for Mantanzas Water Co. A British cruiser will arrive here to-
morrow on_a visit, which was announced by the. Bl‘ltlSh minister several

weeks ago. Cuban Government has as yet made no pubhc announcement |
of the visit and arnval of cruiser may cause some. excitement. '

BEAUP}\L

The Secretary of State to M: inister Beaupré.
| 7 [Telegram.] 7

, DEPAR'IMENT OF STA'IE
' ' Washington, May 23, 1912~12 noon.

The followmcr has to- day been given press:

Informatron reaching the Department of State has 1ndlcated a serious state of ,
disturbance in the easternmost Province of the Island of Cuba, especially in the =

'}'nelghborhood of Guantanamo and Santiago, where there are important Amerlcan""" o
“interests,” which have already made- representahoa%to—the«l%epar—tmenftet&t

that their property is being seized and the lives of their employees endangered and

protectnon The Department of State has accordmgly requested the Navy Depart-
ment to. send vessels and marines to the United States naval station at Guantanamo -
which is near the center of. the disturbance. The szru’ is to take “500. marmes' ’

“and join the Padum/z and" Nas/hville there,

. These steps have, of’ course, been taken sxmply in order that in case of neces-,_ .
sxty, protectlon may be accorded to the’ Americans } in that v1c1mty ‘ O

“You will explainto the Cuban Government that this actlon is bemg"f"jf -

tion: and thereby asslstmg the Government of Cuba to put down- the -

- present. upnsmg “Should- s1tuat10n requlre addltlonal Vessels w1ll also be o
‘ordered to Guantanamo. : e ' co

Inform Amerlcan consul Santlago.




M mzster Bezmpré to t/ze Secretar_y of Sz‘az‘e

[Telegram ]

AMERICAN LEGATION ,
Habamz qu 24, 1912—-—4 ;ﬁ .

Stevedore strlke Steamshl" fcompames nform me there is no possi-
 bility of agreement; ﬁfteen -day tru ds to-morrow at mldmght Steve-
dore and hghtermen announee that_ hey will then; go. on strlke ‘with strong
'possxblllty of general stnke in Habana and other- 01t1es Steamshlp com-i
panies will continue to carry: passengers and malls but will refuse. frelght :
In present CI‘IS]S stoppage.of . foodstuffs and. customs recelpts would have
serious effect. Suggest adv1sab1hty of - sendmg shlps with ‘marines to Key
West, whence they could be qulckly summoned in- the event of trouble

BEAUPRE

Minister Beaupré to the Secvetary of State.
N,o‘.'“268.]— , , - . _AMERICAN LEGATION,
' R ' Habana, May 24, 1912.
 SiRr: Referrmg to previous correspondence ‘in regard to the present:
“negro uprising, and as a matter of record, I have the honor to ‘Tepoit as.
: follows : ‘ :

For the past two or three weeks thele have been per51stent rumors
that Evarlsto Estenoz and other leaders of the Independent Colored Party
“were organizing their: followers for a concerted agitation in favor of the
'abrogatlon of the Morua law, which, as. the Department already knows,
'prohlblts the formatiom of pohtlcal parties upon racial lines, As these.
~ negro’] leaders had been carrymg on their proRaganda without any apparent’

result f01r\soiﬁe—7nonths little “attention was paid to the perICtIODS of
'trouble made to the Central Government by the local authorities in the.
Provinces of Santa Clara and Oriente. It was not until the 18th that
the Government realized that there was real foundatlon for the fears of
“the local - authorities, and orders were issued 1mmed1ately lookmg to the -
_ exercise of great’ v1g11ance to- prevent violence. - s :

~As has since been Jearned, the movement was carefully prearranged
.and Was mtended to’ egm slmultaneously in: all parts of the 1sland at- sunset; :
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- Since the 21st instant there has been practlcally no movement on the '
part of the negroes in the Provincesof Habana and Pinar:del Rio, but the
disorders in Santa Clara and Oriente have’ mcreased in seriousness.". :

~ On the night of the 20th instant the- Pre51dent despatched 300 troops
to Oriente Province by train, and on the morning. of the 21st 500 more ‘were
despatched. These have been followed by further detachments of troops
as rapidly as they could be prepared for active service. The Government
is apparently concentratmg its efforts to Oriente- Province in the belief
that the disorders in Santa Clara are of minor: 1mportance. Itis difficult
to state with any degree of accuracy the number of insurrectionists actually
in the field. The statements made public by the Government clearly
underestimate the force of the negro bands, claiming that there are only a
few hundred in the field. .Reports received from our consular offices and
from various reliable American and other foreign interests clearly indicate
that there are from 1,500 to 5,000 men in the ranks of the rebels. While
I am inclined to believe that this latter ﬁgure is considerably exaggerated, -
it was furnished Mr. Holaday, our consul at Santiago, by the governor of
the Province, and it is, therefore, Worthy of consideration. Against this
force the Government has over 2,000 troops in the field, but it must be
remembered that organized Government forces labor under a decided dis-
advantage in crushing small and scattered bands, who know every inch of
the country in which they are fighting and who are able to maintain them-
selves as they go along without the delay incident to a more or less
elaborate commissary system. Tt is admitted by various officers here that,
if the insurrectionists are really in earnest, it will requue a much larger
force than has been put in the field to crush the uprising. The Govern-
‘ment, from the beginning of the movement,-has received offers from ~many
“individuals and. organizations who desrre to_enlist on the side of the
Government, but until yesterday the President stoutly mamtamed that he
could easily quell the revolt with the regulararmed forces at his command.
Apparently, however, the Government. has realized that the movement
was much more formidablé than had been admitted and yesterday offices
were opened at various places on the island for the recruiting of volunteers,
and the Veterans’ Association in -Habana ‘began recruiting among itsi
members at its headquarters. = :
- There has thus far been no 1mportant enoagement between the i insur-
‘rectionists and the Government forces, the officers in command report—
“ing -that the insurrectionists were -avoiding hostilities. The negroes are -
- apparently conﬁmng themselves to small depredations, such as the steallng
- of horses and prov1s10ns and hwe destroyed practrcal]y no. ploperty of -
value. : : ’
- From the begmmng of the movementI have been in close touch
with the 1ep1esentat1ves of American compames in the-disaffected- dlStI']CtS-"-—
- and have, whenever there was any cause for alarm apphed to the Cuban L
: Govemment for m111tary protectron CoL RPN
On the 22d instant, on learning of the fears of various. Amerrcan com

pames in Onente Provmce I deemed rt advrsable to call upon Mr Sanguxly :




should not he considered in the’ nature -of. eomplamt

J}jlhat I felt and was S

confident that he also reahzed that the mterests of the Amerlcan and Cuban' N

‘Governments were 1dentlcal in the present CI‘lSlS “and that the’ Amerlcan
Government was just as anxious as that of Cuba. to avoid the necessity for
" an-intervention. I went on to pomt out that the gleatest ‘danger now: Jay -

in p0531ble failure. to afford: adequate pnotectlon to' for eign lives and prop- -
erty, which might readily cause pressure to be: brought upon the American ~

Governmént by other forelgn Govemments to- brmg about an intervention
for the benefit of their national 1nterests ~I'went on to say that, although
there had as yet been apparently no failure on the part of the Cuban: Gov-'

ernment to discharge its obllgatlons in this regard, T deemed it the part of -

true frlendshlp to point out this possxble danger to the maintenance of .
Cuban 1ndependence and urged h1m to excermse every effort to avord -
compllcatlons :

Mr. Sanguily expressed himself as thmoughly understandmg and sin-
cerely appreciating the force and spirit of my remarks, with which he said
that he fully agreed. = He informed me that he would go immediately to
the palace and make clear to the President the vital necessny for exercis-
mg every possible effort to protect forelgn property, urging him personally
to issue instructions in harmony with the ideas expressed by me. While I
had no instructions from the Department authorizing me to make such
representatlons I felt con\iﬁlent that I was stating elementany truths which
were in complete harmony with the desires of the Department.

©Asaresult of Mr. Sanguily’s interview with the President a body of
180 troops was despatched to the varlous properties of the Juragua Iron
Co., and the officer in command in. Oriente Province was directed to
despatch small forces to the various foreign proper ties throughout the dis-
trict and at the same time to arm their employees so_that they ml,qht

defend themselvesifattacked. I am 1nformed that these instructions were
promptly obeyed.

The sending of the Prazrie, Paa’um/z and Nasﬁm/[e to Guantanamo
has made a very good impression here, and both the President and Mr.
Sanguily express themselves as gratified by our action in the matter. It is
difficult to say, however, what moral effect the presence of these ships will .
have upon the 1rresponsrble negroes, who are unhkely to be greatly con-. -
,cerned ‘over the possible consequence of their actions. : '

e Upon receiving the informal note, in which 1. mformed the (,uban'
Government of the sendmg of these ships to Guantanamo, Mr. Sanguily -
' expressed his gratification and said; in what was apparently a burst of.con-

fidence, that he. feared the) might soon be very necessary. - Upon being
asked upon- what he based his fears he he51tated and ﬁna]ly said - that this

-was merely an- exp1 ession’ of his’ pers sonal belief. “Ido not know how much

- ilmportance should be: attached -to- thrs remark of Mr Sanguuy, out 1ep01 ti};l '

3 'Vlt as of p0531ble suggestlve value.

A51de from the fact that we have been unable tor form an raccurate S
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interests which belleved that they would proﬁt by a change of government' :
A movement aimed at plovokmg mterventmn would naturally devote it
first efforts to the destruction of fo "_1gn property, but, as 1 have. ah‘eadyu;».,-
reported, very little has been done in thlS dll‘CCthl] Exponents of the
intervention- theory advance. an 1ngemous explanatlon ‘to- account for i
the absénce of serious attacks uponforeign property/ I"was - yesterday' S
informed that the uprising ‘had been dehberately allowed to die out in the ..
Provmces of Habana and Pinar del Rio in order to allay suspicion, whileit -
had become more threatemng in the. easteln Provinces; that ‘it was the
intention of the negro leaders to mamtam a threatemng attltude but avoid = - -
encounters with the Government - troops. with aview to forcing the Gov-~
ernment to send as large a part of the almed forces to the Oriente, and’
that, when this had been accomphshed it was their intention to cut the
telegraph wires and railroad ‘communication and start a revolt along seri- -
ous and violent lines in the western Provinces while the Government was .
unable to oppose them with adequate forces.  While I have no confirma-
tion of this plan it would appear to be a p1ece of elementary strategy which
mlght occur to the negro leaders and which is worthy of at least the same
consideration as the other rumors which are now circulating. ,
Another story is to the effect that the movement was started by Presi- -~
‘dent Gomez, who is said to have advanced funds to Estenoz with the
understanding that they were to be devoted to a negro campaign in favor of -~
the reelection of the President. Itissaid that these funds were not applied
to the purpose for which they had been intended, but that they were-
expended instead for the pur chase of -arms in the outfitting of the present
~‘movement. Like all other rumors in regard to the present situation, this
is absolutely without confirmation and sounds rather improbable. '
La Ultima Hora, a sensational evening paper, last night published
what purported- to be the text of a confidential secret service report to the =
‘Government charging four individuals with-being behind the present revo-.-
lutionary movement. I have the honor to transmit herewith enclosed copy
and translation of this alleged report.* While the paper, out of a peculiar
“sort of caution, indicated these individuals melely by their initials, there is
no doubt in anyone’s. mind that 'S. M. and F..S. are intended to indicate- S
~ San Miguel and Frank: Stemhart respectlvely I do not know who the
other two 1nd1v1duals are supposed to be. The rumor that these individuals -
‘were behind the movement has had con51derable circulation here, but I~
have been unable to secure the shghtest conﬁrmatlon forit. ‘T may say-
‘that there is a very plevalent belief that these mdwlduals are ‘more or less: .-
"1mphcated Day before yesterdav in the course of a conversation, Mr..~ o
: jSangully informed me. that while- the Government was unable deﬁmtely to , SR
- fathom the backmg and puirpose- of ‘the fev _lutlon it had good reason to:
~ believe. that it had been- fomented by “gertain foreigners-of ‘promin
“who had greatly prospered durmg ‘the ﬁrstillnte Ve’n’tion faﬁdlfﬂaﬁil'?ll s
] desned a return to old conditions”. lee evervthmo else cot nected with
- the present movement, “these. suspxclons ar n-n le proof
- which T have any knowledge but T deem it the parto Swisde o transm
/. my 1mpresswns on the subJect as of p0551b1e nterest to the D epartm

*_'Nét printed



class and although it may or’ may no be th'e mtentlon of [hC]I' leaderq to

attack: foreigners and’ destroy theu‘ party, it would -at any tlme requlre 0111y A

a well—concewed appeal to ‘their pI‘E]lldICCS or cupldlty to prempltate serious.

disorders. Although it is still 1mp0551b1e to’ make any’ prcdlCtIOHS as to

the future, 1 feel that our Government ‘has ‘acted most wisely-in- Sendmg e
forces. to Guantanamo in antlclpatlon of p0551ble eventualltles S

1 have etc
A M BEAUPRE

o Mz};z}éer'Bmupﬁ to the Secretary 'o_f Stdte.
. [Telegram.] B
AMERICAN LEGATION,
: _ " Habana, May 25, IQ12—12 #1001,
Mr Sangmly rephes as follows to my note notlfymg Cuban Govern-
'meat of sendmg of marines to Guantanamo

It affords me pleasure to state that the Cuban Government is smcerely grateful
for: the good intention- of the Government.of the United States, although the Cuban
VGovernment at” present needs on]y sufficient - time in which to crush, as it will -

:surely crush, the. un}ustlﬁable raczal revolt.in the-eastern part of the island just as o

- it has put down revolts breakmg out in other Provinces,; where, barely four days after,
‘no "armed part:es ‘are at large, and conﬁdence is reawakemng and pubhc tran-

o 'qullllty is’ growmﬁ - N

_BEAVU PRL.,

7 e Set:retary of Sz.’azte to Mmzsz.’.er Beauﬁre’

[Telegram 1

DEPARTMENT OF STATE _
Wasﬁzngﬁm May 25, 1972—1 p. 7.

, A.gunboat w111 be ordered to-Nipe: ‘Bay and a large naval force wﬂl':' '

i-;be assex_n ‘_ed' at: :?conVement pomt in. the V1cm1ty of Habana probably Key'- R




9
Minister Beaupre 1o t/ze Secn’tary of Sz‘aie

{Telegram —Extract ]
AMERICAN LEGATION :

Habmm May 26, 1912——4 p .o

Stevedores and hghtermen walked out thlS mormng, but are now load-
ing a consxgnment of: pmeapples under direct: arrangement between grower' _
and stnkers grower paymcr dlfference between steamship - company 's tariff

-and stevedores’ démands. This arrangement affects this shipment - only,

and it is not known whether similar - arrangements w111 or can be made in-

future cases. SR B ‘ S BEAUPRL‘

Preszdent Gomez L‘a Preszde;zt 7 aﬂ

[Telegram —Translatron ]
HABA‘\YA May 26, 1912.

The Secretary of State of this Governnient informs me that he has
‘received a note from the mlnlster of the United States in this city advising
him that the Government over which- .you preside has ordered a orunboat
sent to Nipe Bay and the concentration of a naval force at Key West n
anticipation of possible eventualities; so that in the event of failure or
neglect of the Government to protect the life or property of American
citizens forces of the United States will land on Cuban territory for their -
necessary protection, adding that tliese measures must not be considered
specifically as an intervention; but as in 1eaht}r they do not seem any--
thing clse, and the natural development of events, once these foreign-
troops landed, would accentuate that character, it is my duty to inform
“you that a determmatron of this -serious character alarms and injures
the feelings of a people’ loving and . ]ealous ofit_heu_mdependence,-abgve —

" all when such measures were not even decided upon by previous agree-

ment between both Governments, which places the Government of. Cuba_

-in a humiliating inferiority through a neglect of its national rights, causing

it the consequent discredit within-and. without the country, nor is the -

action of the American Government ]ustlﬁed because neither it norany

other Govertiment in analagous circumstances would have dlsplayed as

has that of Cuba, such an extlaordmary activity in mobilization and opera-

~tions, it being, as it is evident, that in. only four ‘days it has accumulated

more than 3,000 men of the' regular” forces against the rebels, sending

‘them from the west to the east' by. jand and “sea, and “that in such a short

time it: has cleared the whole lsland w1th the exceptron of alimited east- ~

_ern territory, of armed parties to’ “such: an _extreme that there does ot -

—exist a srngle one ‘which will resist; nelther in Pinar:del. Rio nor:in. this-
Provmce for m Santa. Clara \vhere smce ‘the Igth 1n‘stant ‘some of. themi'%;'{f
appeared, who were pumshed and disbanded, and when on the other-hand T

it has awakened pubhc spirit; ‘has distributed for- the defenseof farmsand - ..

~ villages ‘more than 9000 rifles;: wrthl”thelr correspondmg suppiv “of- 7
tridges, and- preparation is- being made to ﬂood with fighting - patriots: and
~with soldiers the relatlvely narrow- zone. to° thh ‘the. rebelf-; have "been,_

re?luced “the fact being- really aetonl ' >—the-
-mill. has suspended work. : se b j

fr:end of Cuba and respectful of he rrghtq 'm orde _tha'

s 1305—2



DSe Of Cuba;: placed 1t is: true in c1rcuni-- '- N
| or'to the measures of 1ts patrlotlsm and

. stances dlﬂ'lcull: althou gl nots
its splrlt o

]osﬁ MI(:ULL GOMEZ SRS

M zmster Bmupre’ to z‘/ze Secret‘ary 0f Smfe

[Telegram ]

- AMERICAN LEGATION, Haéaﬂa
(Recelved May 27, 1912—8.05 p. ™.)
A My telegram M?:\y 26, 4.p.om. It now seems probable that: strike:
rof harbor laborers .- will -be averted, pmeapple growers apparently being .
Wlllll’lg {contmue ‘their direct arrangement ~with striking lightermen
. stevedorés are- w1111n,9; to continue armistice for 25 days. The growers -
-;W111 suﬂ‘er great loss by this arrangement but it seems to be the only way
“to save their crop. I think it safe to predict that the serious-danger of a
| 'general strlke is greatly reduced

‘BEAUPRE.

Mznzszfer Bmupre' z’o Mze Secretary 0f State.

7 ** ' [Telegra.m ]

AMERICAN LEGA'] ION,
i Ha&ana May 27, 1912--—11 P
Consul at Santlago telegraphs the followmg

Mdy 27,. 5 p.m. : :

. The fol]owmg isa resume of’ negroes in revolt made by Colonel Vaillant from

ofﬁc:al “itiformation - recelved at; raral -guard. headquarters Ramon de las Yaguas

' [_Guantanamo 300 to 500; “San:Luis, 300 to 400; Palmas Serisno;:300;

Civil. authontxes state theyare: unable to ‘make.: resume on dccount .

1 but m51st that there are 4,ooo m revolt Forces h‘we

i “Some: criticism open]y
Up to present t_m : "; '




II

Preszdmt 7 aft to Preszdem Gomez
{Telegram ]
Tue Warre Housk,
_ Was/zmgfon May 27, 1912
I am sincerely gratlﬁed to learn of your Government's- energenc meas-
ures to-put down the disturbances and to know that: you are confident of
being successful. As was fully explamed to the Cuban chargé d'affaires
here, this Government's motive in sending ships to Key West, just as in

sending the Prasric to-the Guantanamo naval station, was merely to.be able
to act promptly in case it should. unfortunately become necessary to protectf

American life and property by rendering moral support or assistance to the =

Cuban Government. As was made quite clear at the time, these ordmaly E
measures of precaution were entirely dlS‘aSSOCIated f] om any questlon of
intervention.

' 7WM. H. TaFT.

President Gomes to President Taft.
[Telegram.] .

Hasana, May 27, 1912.

Exceedingly grateful for your cablegram, which, on appeasing Cuban
patriotism with' the assurance that the action. of the Government under
your worthy Presidency is limited to observe events in order to be ready,
should it be necessary, to pr otect the- lives and property of American citi--
zens and to morally support the Cuban Government without having to
-land American forces in-our territory, unless both Governments agree upon

such extreme-necessity, clearly shows, with—the-sincerity of the—Govern=
ment and of the people of the United States, their noble and friendly senti-
ments in favor of the Government .and of the people of Cuba, who are -
determined to reestabhsh as soon as possible, public peace, for-which. pur-
pose they will not hesitate, no matter what sacrifices circumstances- may

impose upon them. - .
- Jost M. GoMEz.

The Secretary of State to Minister Beaupr.

[Telegram,]

DI:.I’ARTMENT OF STATE _
Was/zmgton May 28, 1912—4 p. .
Department has 1ecelved request {for protection. of Amerlcans residing

at Victoria de Las Tunas, Oriente; Cuba, Make sultablt,rrepreqentationbi :
to~ Forelgn Office for protection.  On recelpt by you of- similar requests -

take like action. and reserve rights of reclamation for any damages suﬁ'ered} o

by Americans. _ R
:'I{N_'OVVXV._-' :
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The Secremry 0f State.to Mindster Beaupré

[Te!egram —Extract ]

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Was/zzngtm May 29, 1912—I p. m..
' Presrdent Gomez has cabled the PI'CSIant the followmg as a re]01nder

[See supra, May 27.]. ~ . R -

“This Government_has taken the pams to make g0 absolute]y clear its~
posmon and the, absolutely‘ ev1dent distinetion, on the one hand, ‘between
“intervention” and polltlcal acts under our treaty rights, which are not now . .
contemplated, and, on the other hand, preparedness to land marines and .~
the landing of marines if necessary in sporadic cases to prevent or Suppress
Jeopardy to American life ‘or property; that any further discussion would

_ bé worse than useless. Part of Président Gomez’s ast message evidently
. ’ seeks to read a singular, misinterpretation into this Government's clear
expressions. This Government. does not undertake first to.comsult the -
Cuban Government if a'crisis arises requiring a temporary landing some- | o
where to protect life and property on the broad.principles of international
“practice. ~ You will clearly explain all this orally to President Gomez.
: KNox

Mz’mlvtew Beaupré to the Secretary of State.

[Telegram,]

AMERICAN LEGATION,
Habana, May 29, 1912—7 p. .

From the begmmng of the present moxement leaders of negro bands
‘have-.given receipts in the name of Estenoz for goods taken. Lewis,
presu:lent of Guantanamo & Western Railway, who arrived this morning
from Oriente, infotms me that; when store of ‘his sugar estate at Marcos
-Sanchez was robbed two days ago, leader of band who could not read or
write, gave what he evidently thought was 1ece1pt but which was really -
original order from Estenoz to his heutenants and in translatlon reads_ _
about as follows: : : - |

T z‘/r.e Heutenant [who?) receives’ this and to all my 0i/m onal lzem‘e:m:rts

- You aré hereby informed that if by June 1 the Morua law is not repealed you
will at once start to destroy all railroad bridges, telegrapl and telephone lines, and
_ other property of American ownershlp, and that if this.does not accomplish our -
- purpose with-the present Govelnment withip 15 days thereafter you w1ll start kill-
mg men not of our color. 1rrespect1ve of nat:onalltv :

" Lewis has orlglnal document in. hlS safe and. has telegraphed {for copy ,
~ If this is authentic-and not spurious, document dehberately allowed to fall "~
into. forelgn hands for. the purpose.of- 1inspiring alarm, it ‘would appear'to - -
be most significant indication we: Zf]ave had- thus far as’to mtentlons'of__;;
le'tders and reasons for lack-of v101ence to date R ]
Lew1s also showed me- ]etter from Estenoz to hrm dem_andm' 25 r;ﬂes'
and 5,000, rounds of ammumttcmﬁmder penalty of destruct ,n"of hte.

property - IR e e R
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Lewis states that he considers situation. well in hand and is leaving for
the United States to-morrow. He admitsthat he knows nothing of condi-
tions outside of the immediate district of his properties.” B

Whitaker returned to-day from Oriente_;_;re’p‘ort's that situafion was no :
_better and that all foreigners were extrémely apprehensive. - _

I have to-day received a letter from Ivonet stating that present up- .
rising is not race war but movement of reform. -

: - BEAUPRE,

Minister Beaupré to the Secretary of State.
[Telegram.]

AMERICAN LEGATION,
Habana, May 29, 1g12—9 p. .
Your May 29, 1 p. m. - _

The President states that he is the first to recognize our rights under
the circumstances named. He adds emphatic expression of appreciation
of our Government’s “fine attitude” throughout present crisis, which he" -
says has been worth more to him than his entire army. -

Says that real campaign will begin to-morrow or the next day, Mon-
teagudo having arrived to-day to take command, with strict orders for severe

measures.
BEAUPRE.

-Mz'mfséer Beaupré to the Secretary of State.

[Telegram,]

AMERICAN LEGATION,
: Habana May 50, 1912-—4 p. 7.

Confidential. In delivering my note regarding protection of Spanish-
American -Iron Co., Gibson, under my general instructions to make
strong supporting~ representations, had very frank but friendly talk with
Patterson,® which I trust may stimulate authorities here to proper action.
Gibson pointed out that failure to comply with repeated verbal and written
assurances of ‘protection was the one thing calculated to destroy. our confi:
dence in ability and willingness of Cuban Government to fulfill its obliga-
tions; that repeated failure to. prevent threatened destruction of valuable_ -
property after reiterated representations and warnings would surely cause
our Government seriously to consider the need for its giving protection to
American interests; that if this was to be avoided Cuban Government
must immediately come to a realizing sense-of itsresponsibilities and take
gnergetic steps. Patterson -pointed out that it-was local military authori-
“ties who were at fault, but Gibson replied -that admission of inability. of

" Cuban Government to secure- obedience of its:military-officers-was very= '
‘serious, and that our Government looks alone to the Central Government -
for the protection of “American interests. -He added that:Cuban Govern-

_ment should clearly understand perilous chances it was taking. Patterson-

cordially agreed and promised to use best-efforts to- bring military authori:

' ties to proper realization of responsibilities. "~ R T
o : : ST . BEAUERE, -

*Subsecretary of State:
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The Secremry of Sz‘ate to Mmzster Bmupn"
[Telegram 1 -

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Was/zmgton SJune 1, 1912—2 B .
Department to- day has sent followmg telegraphlc 1nstruct10ns to con-
sular-officers in Cuba: =~ . R s SR

You will endeavor to keep yourself mformed regarding polrtlcal condltions
throughout your district, and if disturbances: arise in any locality threatening the
lives or property of Amencan cmzens you will promptly communicate in the matter -
with the legation, whlch has been instricted to make suitable representations to
the Cuban Government for protection. *

On being advised by consular, officers or otherwise of any serious situa-
tion threatening the lives and property of American citizens you will bring
the matter to the “attention of the Cuban Government with the request

“that su1table steps be taken to afford adequate protection.
Knox.

The Secret’ary of S_taie‘to Minister Beaupvé.
['J.Z'elegram-.] .

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Was/zmgz’on June 1, 19123 p. .
Instruct consular officers hereafter to keep legation and Department
informed by telegraph on Monday and Thursday of each week of move-
ment of Cuban and revolutionary forces in their districts.
It is most important that you at once have the Cuban: ‘Government
~station and maintain regular guard§ ‘of 200 men each at_both Daiquiri and

Firmenza and of 50 men at El Cobre for the protect1on of the Spamsh-
Amerlcan the _]uragua and Cuba Copper- companies, respectwely

I\.NO}L

Minister Beaupré to the Secvetary of State.
B [Telegram ] o .

AMERICAN LEGATION, _
Ha/nma June 1, 1912—12 midnight.

For several days I have been recelvmg persistent and consistent rumors
of .concerted negro uprlsmg in Habana.. Told large numbers bad negroes.
" have left the city, many have bought weapons, -and -that there is. much
threatenmg talk. A]though dlsclalmmg knowledge of plan, President’s. -
~ private secretary is orgamzmg local civil guard fdr the: pI‘OtCCthD of I—Iabana;

and Vedado, .Because of these rumors there is-much apprehensron o ThE

part of. Amencan g esulents - This. afternoon 1. asked:- President Gomezi_-_jr:

whether he- had knonrledge of a0y such plan ‘He sa1d that

pletely terronzed" thoughI kn 7 ferr -

f the sort mtended that he “had the negloee com-f; e

mentlomng 1000 - troops 11,000 pohce ‘and’ 1,000 local guards.
reason to beheve that thxs 15 demded ovcreqnmate. . M]ht attaché states
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that there are at most 700 soldiers in the neighborhood. ~Chief of police. -
‘has recently complained to member of legation that he has ‘only a little
more than 8oo men, not enough to guard city in normal peaceful condi- .
tions. Local guard may be said.to exist only on paper, as it has as yet no
organization or arms and has never met or received instructions. . While 1
am unable to secure enotigh definite information to -make any prediction as '
to the likelihood of ‘any such uprising, I venture, in compliance with the
wishes of various local Americans, that anything of the sort would have
serious consequences to our large colony, including more than 1,000 Ameri-
can women, most of them living in Vet'lad‘g", which is insufficiently protected.
The foregoing may be sufficient for the Department to determine whether -
it is advisable to send to Habana immediately.one of the ships now at Key
West with a force of marines. In any event I beg that this information
be not given out at this time, for its publication would cause additional
apprehension here. ' ' ' '

BEAUPRE.

Minister Beaupré to the Secvetary of Stale.
[Telegram.}
AMERICAN LLEGATION,

Habana, June 2, 1912—4 p. m.
Confidential. Considerably more apprehension apparent to-day. Gov-
ernment permitting unlicensed carrying of arms by all white applicants,
From apparently reliable information brought me to-day it is evident that
negroes have bought large quantities of knives and other arms and that
many negroes have left the city. "1 am informed that these facts have
been daily reported, to the President for some time past,.and it would
appear that-he has deliberately attempted to-nrislead meas-to-thereal-state

of affairs. ' _ BEAUPRE,

Minister Beaupré to the Sec}'emry of State.
tTelegram.]

" AumEerican LLEcaTion, Habana.
~ (Received June 3, 1912—=12.51 a. mM.)
Following telegram just received from consul at-Santiago::

La Maya, town of 4,000, completely destroyed by insurgénts last night by fire. -
. Defended by seven rurales. - S : E _
; ' BEAUPRE.

© Minister Bea_iq'bre; lo the Secr'é_tar_y of State. g s

o [Telegram.]

_AL-1£1<ICAN"”EEGAT10;§I,' I
_ Habana, June 3, 1912—11 py-1m.

" President to-day.sent to Congress message asking for autherity ‘to. . -
“suspend constitutional guaranties in accordance with:section 2-of Atticle: - L
LXVIII of the Constitution. : - Asks. diseretionary authority- to. suspend "~
" guaranties_in all7or part of the Republic as circumstinces-may-dema
Congress to meet Lo-morrow in special séssion to consider matter. .. .-
' ' IR s U BEAUPRE

W i -
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- Minister Béru_ipr_é to the Secvetary 0f State.
' {Extract,] | |

No. 285.] : _— . AMERICAN LEGATIbN.-
e Habana, June 4, 1912,

Sir: It may be said with certainty that the Cuban Government is sys-

tematically endeavoring to create an unduly optimistic view of the present
situation. Official announcements have on several occasions been made
of brilliant Government victories which were purely i imaginary, and every

effort has been made to minimize the damage wrought by the revolutionists.
The Government has, to my knowledge, failed to make publica number.

of reports concerning the destructlon of foreign property in Oriente
Province. ' '

The Government has steadr]y maintained that the movement has
been completely crushed, except in the Province of. Oriente, whereas it
may be said to be a matter of common knowledge that small and isolated

bands of armed negroes are at large in all parts of the island. The lega- o

tion has received from various prrvate sources . throughout the island
reports that negro bands are committing petty depredations and that many
of the so- callgg}s\erceful element are in more or less open sympathy with
the rebels and may at any time join forces with them. Wohites throughout
the Repub]rc continue to grow more apprehensive as time. goes on and
there seems to be a continuance of disorder. -As I previously reported,

large numbers of Americans and other forelgners have abandoned their

homes in the country and have taken refuge in the larger towns,

For the past four or five days considerable -apprehension has. existed
in and around Habana.  The Government itself, although strenuously deny-
ing that there was any ground for fear, has taken the—most-exaggerate
precautious to prevent an uprising.  The contradiction between the Gov-
- ernment’s action and its- denials of apprehension have created a decided
feeling of apprelrension in the city, probably much greater than if the Gov-
ernment had frankly made public its reasons for fearmg an outbreak.  Since
Saturday last the Government has been distributing arms rather.indiscrimi-
nately among the whites in Habana and suburbs, and the entire police force
‘has been kept on continuous-duty. Various stories have been circulated to
the effect that the negroes in Habana were preparing for an armed upris-
ing, and color has been lent to these stories by the fact that a considerable

number of negroes have been placed under arrest charged with conspiracy:

against the Government. , , .
Although the President ﬂatly denied in a recent conversatlon that

there was or-had been any attempt by the negroes in Habana to organize
an uprising, I am.reliably informed that he has received: repeated reports

as to meetings of disaffected - negroes and the sale of large quantities’ of
knives and other arms to-them. = It remains to be seen whether he will act_,

with suﬂiment vigor upon the information which-he: has’ received.-

It may not be amiss at this time to call the Departments attentron to-.,: N
my telegram of May 29, 7 p. m., wherem T quoted what. purported to_ be: S

instructions from-Estenoz to- hrs lreutenants It wrll be - noted-— tha - the.

active destruction of foreign property began on the- mght of May 31,ab ut

,the time mdlcated m thlS mstructlon whereas the neglo leaders would ha
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found it far less difficult to carry out their purposes in this regard during:
the first days of the rebellion and before the arrival of the Government
forces, which undoubtedly SEH‘IOUSlY interfered with the attacks of the
negroes upon a large number of the more 1mp0rtant foreign properties.

I have, etc.,
A. M. BEAUPRE.

Minister Beaupré lo the Secretary of State.

[Telegram.]

"AMERICAN LEGATION,
Habana, fune 5, rgrz—7y p. .

My June 5, 1 p. m* Sanguily merely wished to discuss general
question of landing forces. He said that Cuban Government thoroughly
understood that American Government reserved right to land forces in its
judgment. He states that all possible facilities in the way of supplies,
transportation, and cooperation will be given our troops. ‘He said his
Government welcomed the sending of marines to Guantanamo City and |
that the Cuban troops thusrelieved from guard duty would be immediately
put in the field. He asked me to transmit the President’s request that the

officers in command of our forces be instructed to deliver to the municipal
authorities ary rebels who surrender or are captured by them. This is for
the purpose of combating belief among the negroes that by surrendering
to Americans they will become prisoners of war and will be released upon
the termination of hostilities. Sanguily alse suggested as his own idea the
desirability of some definite understanding as to the scope of operations of
Ainerican and Cuban forces in case our Government should decide to send
a large expedition. He pointed out that a complete and clear’ understand-

ing of what-was to be done by each nation would promote harmonions and
effective operations and would avoid otherwise inevitable conflicts of
authority. He believes, however, that the chief value of such an agree-
ment lies in the reassuring effect its publication would have on opinion
here. He said that although the Cuban Government thoroughly under-
stood our attitude and the more intelligent Cubans apploved the landing-
of troops there is still a considerable element of suspicion among ignorant
classes which, unless successfully combated by some such means, might
compllcate situation. “He also believes it would have wholesome effect on -
" negroes in that it would show that we are determined to lend our support
to the constitutioned. Government of all classes as against. a movement of
a portion of one class. Although further reiteration of our real purposes
and of our intention to avoid if possible an intervention may -seem super-
fluous and tiresome I venture to support Mr. Sanmnlys suggestion on the

ground that no amount of repetition is excessive in convincing the jgnorant.
classes here of the baselessness of ‘their instinctive prejudices and sus- -
picions, In conclusion Mr. Sanguily stated that although he had no .
authority from the President to ask for the sending of more troops he
could state that it was the intention of the Cuban Governrient -imme- _
diately to employ in actwe operatlons any troops 1eheved by the amval e
of our forces. : o o '

' ' BEAUPRE

- *Not priﬁte&.
§ 1305—3 ’ :
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Minister Beaupré to the Secretary of State.
[Telegrﬁm.;Extract.] ’
" AMERICAN LEGATION,
Habana, June 5, 1912—10.45 p. m.

_Congress to-day authorized the President to suspend constitutional

guaranties in Oriente Province. -
' BeEAUPRE.

The Secretary of State to Minister Beaupré.
' [Tf-:legram.] ' 7

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,

Washington, fune 5, 1912,
Under the exigencies of the situation arising out of the failure of the
Cuban authorities to take effective action for the protection of American’
life and property the commandant at Guantanamo naval station has been
‘compelled to land four companies of marines. This action has been taken
as a measure of protection only and not for the purpose of putting down
the insurrection, which is clearly the duty of Cuba. Four large war vessels
will forthwith be sent from Key West to Guantanamo to be in readiness in
case the situation should unfortunately demand additional forces for the
- same purpose. It is hoped that these measures will at once awaken the
Cuban Government to the necessity of promptly and adequately meeting
and discharging its duties and respousibilities, and you will vigorously
impress upon the President of Cuba that a continued failure on ‘the part
of his Government adequately to protect life and property will inevitably
compel thisGovernment to intervene in Cuba under and in response to
_its treaty rights and obligations. .

o

Knox. -
Consul _Haladay to the Secretary of State.

[Telegram.]

o AMERICAN CONSULATE, .
Santiago de Cuba, June 6, 1912—I2 11001,
Collister* arrived Santiago last night and immediately reported con-
sulate; Wheeler* safe at ranch; neither he noi Wheeler held. in captivity.
‘Estenoz sent the following message to me o be transmitted to-the
Department:’ o : R ' T
7 The statement of Collister of what Estenoz said

Under present conditions. the .ﬁegn}o has no-chance in_'this'cou-n-t'r' _-;—an'détrhe—,pu;r——-—,--h :

pose of the warfare which we are carrying on is. to secure for him the civic rights
to which he is, in _cbm'mojr'w'ith' other Cubans, entitled under the_ constitution of
the Republic and for which he fought-so many years. We are carrying on a ¢ivi-
lized warfare. ‘We are not robbing or molesting women. . We are not murdering -

whites, nor have we any intention of so doing, as the Cuban Government-is con-"
~~tinually stating i our—purpose.-We are not making warfare against- foreigners, -

and we-hope they will not take ‘sides” in this (_ii'ﬂicixl_ty;-i__\Ve'_gré_fsqiglj;,ﬁg_h:tipg;_ —

*American citizens previously reported captured by revolutionists. . - -
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Cubans and the Cuban Government for our nghts as Cubans and citizens of this
- country, which, under this administration up 1o the présent time, we have riot had,
and rather than that hereafter suffer the present unbearable conditions we prefer to -
fight and die, and, furthermore, I desire to state that rather than be governed by
the Cubans in the way we have been in the past it would be much preferab}e to be
governed by strangers. :

It has come to my knowledge that the Amencan mining compames have armed
their Callego laborers and I have advised them not to allow these men to enter the
conflict against us, for if they do we will retaliate by killing every Callego on whom
we can lay our hands. The present Cuban Government has endeavored to make
the people believe that this is a race war, but this is not true, as evidenced by the
fact that we have many white men in our ranks. and, furthermore, a race war would
be an ahsolute impossibility in-Cuba because, with the exception of a few white

" foreigners, all would be on one side. T burnt the buildings of the Spanish-Ameri-
can Iron Co. for the purpose of notifying the world that I.had started and was
carrying on a revolution in Cuba. I regretted the necessity of doing this and also
the taking of property, such-as horses, saddles, arms, etc., but this is absolutely
necessary to the success of the enterprise, as it would be impossible to carry-on a
‘revolution by organizing a band of men and sitting quletly under a mango tree.
Any agreement made between me and the Cuban Government for the purpose of
settling this affair would have to be made in the presence of a representative of the
United States of America and only upon ‘the assurance of this representative that _
the United States of America would guarantee the absolute fulfillment of the agree- ;
ment made by the Cuban Government, as the officials of the Cuban Government
have made many promises to me in the past and as yet none of them have been ful-
filled. All that we ask is our rights as citizens, and we hope the American people-
will understand our position and will study the matter very carefully before they
become satisfied that intervention is necessary..

Hotapav.
Minister Beaupré lo the Secvetary of Stale.
T [Extract.]
No. 287.] AMERICAN LEGATION,

: o Habana, fune 6, 1912

SIR: Referling to previous correspondence in regard to the present
negro uprising in Cuba,"I have the honor to submit the following observa-
tions for such consideration as the Department may deem appropriate :

While the situation is very serious and rapidly tending toward a con-
dition which will render intervention inevitable, it seems to me that there
is still an opportunity for the adoption of a pohcy or line of action-which
might result in a better state of affairs. : - —

It has been my understanding that you earnestly desired to avoid
another intervention in Cuba, and I have, therefore, labored constantly to
that end since I have been here. A most corrupt and profligate govem-

-ment, alike 1egardlebs ‘of the material interests and prosperity of the Cuban
people and of its mor al obhgatlons to our-Government, has been the most
discouraging element with which [ have had to deal, and :it seems to be
hopeless.to expect any 1mprovement in this respect unless the American
Government can exercise a more direct and emphatlc control of the ﬁnances"

. of the country than it nowW possesscs. - L :

| I would be entirely out of sympathy with any effort to sustain the' - .
present Government or any other administration that may take charge of ...
the Cuban affairs in-the’ near future were it not for the conv1ct10n that o
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intervention, occupation, or annexation would be:contrary to our tradi-.
tional policy and to your expressed wishes and, therefore, to ‘be ‘avoided
by all reasonable and honorable means. : ' B '

There-is no doubt in my mind that the pfes_ent uprising in Oriente is

extremely serious, far nmore serio;i_s__ th’an'the Cuban Government appears to
realize or, at any rate, than it is prepared to admit. B T

If ‘the present tactics are continuéd there is every reason to believe
that the uprising will not be put down for months, or even years, without
material assistance or intervention by the American Government.

The greatest burden now resting on- the Cuban Government is the
protection of foreign property. There is in the disaffected district a huge
amount of valuable property belonging to American, British, French,
German, and Spanish citizens. and companies. All of these interests are
most insistent in their demands for military protection -and bitter in' their
complaints unless the Cuban Government accedes to the letter of their
demands. In order to afford anything approaching the protection demanded
by foreign interests here it would require forces greatly in excess of those
now at the despatch of the Cuban Government at a time when that Gov-
ernment should devote to active opérations every soldier it can command.

Tt may be said in passing that Cuban interests in Oriente are receiving
practically no protection because of the fact that so much pressure is being
brought to bear -on behalf of foreigners. In this connection it will be
noted .that the'Cuban Government, aside from .the fact that it has a com-
paratively inadequate force, labors under a serious disadvantage which was'
never felt by the Spanish Government in its operations in this same part
of the country. Except in very special instances, the Spanish Govern-
ment did not pretend to afford the same degree of protection which is now

_demanded-of the-Cuban Government as a matter of Tight by farge mumbers

of foreigners. ~ In the days of the revolution against Spain foreigners, like
‘natives, were obliged to accept the fortunes of war and content themselves
with such indemnity as they could secure upon the termination of hostilities.

With the best will in the world, the Cuban Government can offer only
relative protection, but most of the foreign interésts in Oriente quite fail
to make any distinction between the interest of the Cuban Government in
protecting their property in order to avoid the subsequent claims for dam-
ages and their'own absolute right to demand and obtain complete security -
in spite of the troubled conditions now existing. :

Although the Cuban Government had not requested the landing of
marines for the purpose of affording protection to foreign property, the
President expressed his gratification on learning of the fact that a force of
marines was landed at Guahtanai‘n_b yesterday, and, as 1 “had the honor to

report by telegraph, sent me word-that as rapidly as American_forces
arrived for the protection of - different foreign properties the Cuban troops -
stationed there would-be promptly withdrawn and devoted to active opera-
tion against the rebels. - R B e

Secretary of State Sanguily went’ further than this in stating ‘to me

that, although he had no authority to ask fo_rft;he sending of furthér forces, _

he could- assuref:hiéf-:ihat W'ﬁ_ené:_"erffiﬁ'ﬁhgcr“ A}fnjeficgn'ftt'f?rdljs?*];gr_'rd'er‘d—_t—ihé_-r75i-:; -
Cuban troops relieved: by them from .guard daty or from police d utywould -

 be also sent to incréase the forces.in the figld. He said this in such a way
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as to intimate that the landing of American forces for this purpose would
materially aid the Cuban Goverhment in crushing the rebellion. * :

 Aside from the fact that assistance of this sort coming from us would
tend to hasten the reestablishment of normal conditions in Cuba, it would
seem evident that we will be obliged to land further forces in the very near
future. Those landed are insufficient to protect any great amount of prop-

erty and I have already received appeals from a number of interests who

claim to have equal rights with the American companies in the Guanta-
namo district to American protection. My British and Brazilian colleagues
have already expressed surprise that forces landed have been devoted
entirely to the protection of American property, and the former stated to
me last night that, unless American or Cuban protection was forthcoming
for his nationals in the Guantanamo district by this morning, he intended
to cable the Foreign Office in IL.ondon to urge that " representations be
made in Washington with a view to having forces of American troops
assigned to various British properties in the disaffected districts. 1 fear
that this is merely the beginning of a general demand that American pro-
tection be afforded to foreign interests in Oriente. If, either through our
own determination thus to aid the Cuban Government to suppress the
uprising or through compliance with foreign demands for protection, we
eventually release the Cuban forces from police duty so that their entire
efforts can be devoted to the prosecution of -a campaign against the rebels,
it may be confidently said that the chances of a successful outcome will be
greatly increased. - _ y

There is one difficulty facing the Cuban Government which 1§ to- my

- mind far more serious than the military problems confronting the army, .

and that is the perilous financial condition of the Government. “As the
Department already knows, the Gévernmeni was in_a decidedly bad way

financially before the outbreak of the present uprising. During the last
two weeks this condition has grown steadily worse. A very large propor-
tion of the Government's income is derived from customs revenue and

this is steadily decreasing. The general state of apprehension existing.

throughout the island has caused the canceling of a great many of the
orders already placed abroad by Cuban merchants and few new orders are

“being made, those being confined chiefly to foodstuffs and cheap imperish-

able materials. B _ .

[ understand that the feeling of distrust extends even to the purchase
of lottery tickets, from which the Government -derives an important reve-
nue, and that the sale of tickets has fallen off greatly. It is said that this

is due both to the fact that many people are convinced of the need for

economy at the present time and also to a certain suspicion that the money
derived from the sale of the tickets may be devoted in too great an extent

to the uses of the Government.

As the prosecution of an active campaign. on any considerable scale
will of course require a large financial outlay, it seems highly probable that

the Government will ‘soon be obliged to seek a foreign loan. Under the

existing conditions it would seem improbable that any responsible banking =
house would "be prepared to-make ‘such a loan without -substantial guar-. .

anties, and would probably demand them from our Government. .
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" It seems to me that the- ﬂoatmg of a new ‘loan would offer us an- .
extremely good opportunity to be of real a551stance to the Cuban people’
by putting our own conditions tipon the granting of the loan in order to
make sure of its honest apphcatlon. Tt would seem that this mlght readily
be made to entail-some more or less active fiscal control, which would pro-

_tect the Cuban treasury against the wholesale looting to which it bas
" hitherto been subjected. As-is of course well known, Cuba is naturally 50
rich a country that an honest. administration of her finances would in a.’
short time place the Government in a very stable and prosperous position,
and would enable an honest admmlstratlon to accomplish much for the
country which would be impossible if it were to take over the machinery
of government and the burden of debt and disorder which now exists.

In closing, I desire to impress upon the Depa1tment the fact that my
observations in this regard are based upon no admiration for the existing
Government in Cuba, as'to which my opinion should be sufficiently well
known, but rather upon a desire to offer some possibly helpful suggestions
toward the attainment of what I understand to be the desires of the De-
partment in carrying out its policies with regard to Cuba.

I have, etc:,
A. M, BEAUPRE,

Minister Beaupré to the Secretary of State.
. [Telegram.]

AMERICAN LLEGATION,
Habana, June 7, 1912—I1.15 a. 7.

President-Gomez called Cabinet meetmg—yesterday—ew&ently—tﬂ-e
sider representations made by me in pursuance of Department's telegraphic
instructions received on Wednesday evening.® After the meeting Mr.
Sanguily issued the following statement, ostensibly based upon a telegram
received from the Cuban minister in Washington:

I belleve we Cubans are in a reallv critical 51tuatlon which the Government _
intends to overcome by extraordinary effort, being Lonﬁdent of the resolution and
patriotism of the country, which the Government does not doubt will act of its own
accord, responding without hesitation to these high purposes, so that no one may -
be ignorant of or much less undervalue the sacrifices of the Cuban people to avoid
a foreign intervention in this international conflict, thus showing in’ their purpose
* {full unity of action, their capacity for the independent l1fe of the Republic.

Pres:dent Gomez subsequentiy issued a mamfesto calllng for valun- -
teers *‘to combat the present moverment against civilization”. :
_ He . states that he hopes Congress will _to-day approprlate sufﬁcwnt
funds to enable him to arm the whole counfry against the movement,
which it is his firm intention to. crush in the shortest possxble time. The
entlre press is. cordlally supporting: the Pre51dent

o BEAU_PRE.

# Telegram of June 5. 7 . oL
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- Minister Beaupré to the Secretary of State.
[';I:elegram.]

AMERICAN LEGATION,
Habana, June v, -1912—7 p. m.
Ferrara, Speaker of the House of Representatives, left here this morn-
ing on‘unannounced trip to Washington via Key West. 1 am reliably
informed that he is sent as special representative of President Gomez to
point out to the Department the difficulties of the present situation and
ask further aid in protecting property, but more particularly to plead for
time to crush rebellion. This information is derived from private sources,
Cuban Government not having been frank enough to tell me of its decision.

Beavurrg, -

The Minister for Foreign Affairs lo Minister Beawpreé.
[Tnclosure No. 3, Despatch No. 292, June 11, 1gr2.—Translation.]

No. 622.] : RepusLic oF Cusa,
DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
_ Habana, June 8, 1912.

Mr. Minister: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
excellency's note No. 207,% of the 5th instant, inclosing copy of a note of
the same date which you addressed to the President, quoting in part a
cablegram which your excellency had received from your Government to
the effect that the situation had compelled the commandant of the naval
station at Guantanamo to land four gomp_anieé of marines, and that this

. A,
action had been taken solely as a measure of-precaution—and—not-for-the

purpose of putting down the rebellion. -The cablegram in question_ also

announced the sending of four warships from Key West to Guantanamo
for a similar purpose should the situation require additional forces, and, in
conclusion, expressed the hope that these measures would bring the Cuban

Government to a realizing sense of the necessity of promptly and adequately .

attending to its duties and responsibilities. .
Following the quotation from the cablegram here in reference, vour

excellency added that the Government of the United States desired to -
announce, through the authorized medium of your excellency, that it

- would, under certain conditions mentioned- and "in the event of the con-
tinuance of those conditions, be unavoidably compelled to intervene.’

And although this announcement of a contingency which, as it is
apparently desired to convey, may scon arise is-predicated upon observa-
tions that are more or less debatable, since your excellency’s-Government

must, {from the attitude assumed, have felt justified, from its point of view,

 to make such observations, I shall not of course examine them closely, nor”

is-it incumbent upon me or appropriate to discuss them; for in these times
of trial for their country it is not meet for Cubans to place themselves in

the light of thwarting the action of the American Government, more '

m

especially because they should not allow themselves for a single instant1o- - —— ol

% Transmitting Department's instruction. - See supra, telegram of June s.

—
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doubt the good faith or intentions-of the American Government concern-
ing the stability of this Republic. ' o '

But even though, as is nat ral,'the Republic-endure, permit me, Mr.
Minister, in discharge. of my conscierice and in behalf -of - the Cuban Gov-
-~ ernment, to be so honestly frank with you as to say that the intervention
which has been initiated and is being prepared is in no sense justified.
Thasmuch as it isour affairs—matters of the utmost transcendence,
that are really and essentially vital-—that are at stake, it will not be denied
that we have, at least conjointly with the right, the.duty to judge the acts
of others which so profoundly and absolutely concern us, which to such a
degree affect our existence and our pride; for it is true beyond doubt that
our Government has not failed in its earnest endeavor to-combat the racial
uprising and adequately to protect the lives and property of American
citizens, since it is a notorious fact” that no American property had been
destroyed nor had the life of any American citizen been endangered prior to
the landing of the American marines. In the short space of two weeks the
Cuban Government has really performed wonders; indeed, not every gov-
ernment, even among the best, ‘would, in view of the peculiar circum-
stances and the exceptional nature of the present conflict, have acted with
equal diligence and such extraordinary success.
' No one better then your excellency can bear witness to my assertions,
acquainted as you are with- the great"difficulties with which the Cuban
Government has had to contend, to the extent even of having had to
suspend military operations, or ‘modify ‘the most carefully prepared plans, -
" because of the pressure brought by foreign property owners, or their resi-
dent managers, who have contributed so greatly to inciting and keeping
alive the alarm, especially abroad, with their fatidical clamors for protec-
tion for theirindustries, farms, or- dwellings, while the fratives, without
legations:to which to appeal, were left: completely unprotected. _ - _
7 You¥ excellency knows that  this is an island as narrow as it is moun-..
~ tainous; that the population is relatively sparse and distributed over vast
solitudes despite the great progress of all kinds lately made; and-that with
the whites coexist an enormous mass: of peoples of African extraction,
many of them awakened to the highest ambitions and most unattainable
desires through the fault, be it said, of the. governments which have ruled.
‘the -country during the past quarter century, without exculpating any of
them, though the sins-of allarose from the noblest ‘and most generous
impulses, -‘which, unfortunately, were productive. in the long run of no
other result—as is now 'clearl_'y'"apparent—-fthan-t'h;e condensation. of incon-
ceivable odium that has in the end broken out in an explosion of bar-
'bar_ism;_ and so, too; has “your excellency been able to see through the _
intentions-of the insurrectionists: as proclaimed -"b_)Lj:h¢ipleadé1_‘s;anfd._;p,ub;;_;,_;_ -
lished: in.'the press, which conclusively show either their racial hatred of -
their white fellow countrymen—-who, with ‘a’lack of foresight equaled
- only by thé excess of their affection, had pampered and elevated them=—

ot the woeful-unconsciousness of those who, perhaps, have:lent themselves: -
as blind instruments of soulless intriguers, for the preverse authors-of the:

- uprising, alleging fantastic grievances; admit that they have the astounding=
inteiition of, burning forgign’ property in order to force upon the. Un; ed
- - States the hccessi’tf-fof-'i;it’ei'vé'n'tidn_m'fthe' absurd aﬁ’tl_"j'g._rjg'_it'és;iuqf-hi_)ﬁéfﬁﬁa o
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as on a former occasion in dealing with the whites, the United States
would enter into arrangements with them after first turnmg out the gov-
ernment that opposed them,

And in but 15 days this Government, despite 5o many setbacks,
swept the western Provinces of the stupid rebellion and has reduced it to
the limited zone of ‘Oriente Province, where, ceaselessly and tirelessly, it
pursues the villainous bands into ghe very heart of the rough mountains in
which they have taken refuge ifbrder safely to plot the destruction of the
property of whites or diabolical assaults upon the honor of white women.

In such circumstances the Cuban Government is of the belief that
more could not be expected of it, and that more could not have been done
by any government under the same conditions; and therefore so quickly
and unjustly to declare the Government a ‘“failure” in this sense is not
only to commit a great injustice but to discredit it without purpose and
without even advantage to anyone. Now that so many negroes have
learnt a lesson, or have repented, it is not to be assumed that the uprising
so resolutely prosecuted will extend to or break out in the western Prov-
inces, and, too, the assurance can be vouchsafed that in the affected zone,
where the indefatigable and vigorous prosecution of our troops and of our
enthusiastic volunteers have the movement cornered and almost in its last
gasps, it will soon—as soon as is humanly possible, but, in any event, in a
very short time—be broken up and overcome, without outside assistance
and alone by the efforts of the Government and the patriotic and valorous
cooperation of our people, because, in fine, the conscience and will of the
nation have so irrevocably resolved. For these legitimate reasons, I can
really see no objection (but, in fact, positive advantages) to the United
States Government—placing itself in our position and considering the

efforts’ we- have put forth, the sufficient Theans at our disposal, and the
unanimity with which the country has responded to our call to-crush, in
one definite and,supreme attack, the criminal uprising which is already
beginning to show signs of agony—deferring its preparations (if, indeed, it
be true that such preparations are being made) for such time as may
reasonably be considered necessary for Cuba to put the finishing touches
to its work, the time that the American Government itself would .need
were it in our place thus preventing the discredit of a friendly government
such as ours, in regard to which there are those who already look forward
with indecent anxiety to its disacknowledgment by the Government which;
on the contrary, should give encouragement and reinforce it.with all the
prestige of its sympathy and consideration. £

Nevertheless, howsoever thlS procedure of your exce]lency s Govern- -
ment is regarded, and notw;thstandmg that the news of an impending

intervention of a nature and extent at present -unknown has created wide - .~

consternation, for my own part, as also for the part of my Government, Mr. -
Minister; after the-protestations from Washington and the assurances Wthh
your excellency yourself has been good enough to give me in several- inter-

-views (which I conveyed to the President and communicated to our- people -

and which brought comfort and confident buovancy to the minds of every

one), we are of the number who in the ‘present case attribute to- the Ameri- ' T
can Government the purpose of preparmcr an mterventlon m our mternal

§ 1305—4 -
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affalrs of a different;character, more honorable to the: people and- Gove_ S

ment of the United: States and at the same time fmore decorous
consoling for Cubans’ and the ciy
whom memories have recurred_of past interventions:

"hiation which- they represent to. many of- :

The rectltude of the intentions and the unwavermg purpose of- the-,-
United ‘States to- support and ‘maintain, through the 'vicissitudes of our -

. national development, the independence of the Island of Cuba_having-

always, in.the end, been plainly mamfested any p0551b111ty, Mr. Minister,
is conceivable to me in human affairs, save that the friendly relations

between the American' Government and people. and- the Cuban Govern-

ment and peop]e (whose mutual affection and concord no circumstance
should, for the honor of the United States and the happmess of this people,

ever diminish and much less destroy) should not continue, if possible, more -

solid, more intimately sincere, ‘and more cord1al

I avail myself, etc., :
MANUEL SANGUILY, Secretary.

Minister Beaupré to the Secvetary of State.
[Telegram.]

AMERICAN LEGATION,
Habana, June 9, 1912—1 p. .

Urgent ‘Since Friday mght disorders'in Habana_and suburbs have

been assuming ‘character of- race war. Antinegro demonstration of large
proportions last night in center of city by disorderly and irresponsible ele-
ments and clashes in every quarter of/the city and vicinity. A number of

negroes killed and many wounded]” Negroes are being goaded into vio-
lence and retaliation, which may hive disastrous consequences. ~In spite
of threats to déal severely with trolible makers authorities showing usual
weakness. . Chief of police states eonﬁdentlallv that he fears serious
trouble, Amerlcans other foreigners, and many Cubans extremely appre-
hénsive and appeal for sending of a war vessel. The size of our colony
and large number of -American women. it contains plaees heavy responsi-
bility upon our. Government as regards possible consequences of racial
trouble.  Although conditions may grow no worse, I -feel that a war
~vessel should be sent 1mmed1ate1y for moral effect and to calm general

' apprehensmn

BEA_UPRE.,

T/zé:Sgcvrerfarjr of..S‘_tate. to Mz_'kz'.s‘ter Beaupré.

[Telegram 1

DEPAR‘IMENT OF STATE;" -
§ Vasfzmgz’on June 9, 1912-=8 pm.

- Your June, Or 13 “p.m. Two war- vesse}s w111 forthw1th be: ordeJ ed to Lo

_'Habana S - T T I

KNox
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The Secrgmry of State to Minister anpré

[Telegram ]

DEPARTMENT. OF .STATE, BN

Washington, June 10; rorz—g p. m.

M. Ferrara called upon me this morning. with a letter from President
GomeZ accrediting him with a private and confidential mission, and in con-
versation Mr. Ferrara indicated that the 1eports as to the situation in Cuba

-had been very much exaggerated to this Government and that it was par-
ticularly Important that the Cuban Government itself should put down the
insurrection in order to dlscourage insurrections in the future hoping to
provoke American intervention. He expressed no disapproval of protec-
tion of American interests by the marines now landed or such as might be
landed, but expressed the hope that they would not be called upon to sup-
press the insurrection, léaving that to the Cuban forces. He expressed an
anxiety that something friendly to the Cuban Government should emanate
from this Government. I told him that the United States is not con-
templating intervention in Cuba, but hopes and believes the Cuban Gov-
ernment will, by prompt and effective measures, be able to suppress the

“insurrection, and‘that the sending of the vessels to Habana last night indi-

cates no change in this Government’s policy of- nonintervention, The

vessels were sent solely to provide some place and means of safety and
protection for:Americans and other foreigners in the event of disturbances
that might seriously menace their safety, and fot such moral effect as they
mlght have to calm the situation. Rivero has been-to the Department
urging ‘that the ships be withdrawn from Habana. = What are your views
concerning this request? Rivero-makes the most positive assurances that

no one was killed in the troubles in Habaﬁa—or—eerroﬂe%ybhm*tﬁexceptvone
white man. Confer fully w1th Admiral Osterhaus.
KNoX.

o

Minister Bmupre to the Sea’etary of State.

[Telegram 1
AMERIcAN. LEGATION,
Habana, June 1o, 1912—1i2 midnight.
Department’s June 10, 4 p. m: - From the first it has been most diffi-

cult to make accurate estimate of the true situation because of the peculiar

character of the msmrectron distance from the field of operations, and,
above all, because of complete failure of Government to be fair and frank
with me, 1T have exercised the greatest care in verifying’ the information

which has reached me, and I wish' to-state in-the most e'mphatic' terms that . _

all statements made upon my own authority have been sent to you only
after the most thorough ve11ﬁcat10n ‘and are entrrelsr accurate Anv un-
“verified statements | have transmitted textually in quotatlons or have
given my authority in order that the Department might form iis own opmlon
of them Flom evervthmg that I am ab]e to, ]earn I belleve that the consul

able and conservatlve and 1 glve This statements much more . credence thanr -
_ those of the Cuban Government.. The Government has never. been frank-"'-’"




-me that the. Governmeht considered - rt'necessary to comfmce Anmeric
: Government that the insurréctio
tion, whlch 1t seems to: beliéve: 1mement in: ‘:p1te of protestatlons of confi- - -
dence m our mtentlons _R.,, €ro: s"“ tatement as to disorders on Saturday .
' mght are 1ncor1ect “M; 0 iori.as to casualtles was -derived from
oral reports made from tlme to tlme durmg dlsturbances by pohce ofﬁmals :
to the chief of pollce in the presence of the two seeretarles of this legation,
, who were with him untll 4. late -hour of thé night. . Rivero’ s statements with
regard to this matter are quite in lme with the policy of his Government in
suppressmg and- dlstmtmg news. regardmg the true situation, which has
been 4 matter of common knowledge for' some time and ‘has added mate-
rially to the exnstmg fee]mg of uncertainty and apprehensron See my
June 9, 9 p- m.,” and Juue 10, & p. m* Asregards withdrawal of ships, 1
" can ornly say 1hat my telegram of June g, 1 p. m., was sent only after much
thought and careful consideration. There has been no change in the situa-
tion, although constant rajns have prevented disorders, and if the sending
of the ships was warranted in the first instance I am convinced that there
‘is.mow no reason fortheir \Vlthdrawal To-day 1 gave Admiral Osterhaus
the substance of my June g, 1 p. m,, and- such additional information as I
had. He said that he ‘thought the vessels should remain for a time for
moral effect even if not upon far more serious duty. Will consult further
with him to-morrow..

BE—AUPRE;

Mzrzzster Becmpré z.‘o the Sec'remry of State

erushed in. order to avond mtervenﬁ e

[Telegram.]

- . . - AMERICAN LEGATION,
} Habana, fune rr, 1912—12 noon.
Department’s June 10, 4 p. m. Conferred fully with Admiral Oster- -
haus-this mofning He had already cabled Navy Department rccommend-
ing that ships remain at Elabana for the present. After full discussion he

expresses hlmself as still of the same opmlon ,
: — : BEAUPRE]

M??Z?.S‘ff?‘ Beaupré ‘o the Secrfz‘a,ry af State

No. 29&.] : o — AMERILAN LEGATION,
' o Haémm Sune 11, 1912

2

SIR Referrmg to._ my telegram of ]une 9, 1-p— —mi;-and-to subse-fﬂn-w

.':7-’q‘uent correspondence in regald to. the racra] chsorders in I—Iabana I have ;
?the honor]t,' report :s;_.follows ' - “ S '

* Not prmted
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were attacked and beaten and, according to the news'p'ap'er's' two neéx"oés-

-were killed outright or.died as a result of their injuries. T have not been

able to confirm this latter report, as: the Government has conmstently 7

denied even such casualties as have been a matter of positive knowlédge
to the legation. The disorders in Regla continued throughout thé day
on Saturday; frequent firing being heard in Habana, but ‘it appears that
not much damage was done except that a number of negroes were badly
beaten ; the ma]orlty of the colored population left the town that day and
have taken refuge in Habana or small neighboring towns. .

On Saturday morning the legation was informed that trouble ‘might

be expected that evening in Central Park, the principal square of this city, -
as a crowd of irresponsible young loafers, who frequent that part of town, .

had announced their intention of driving the black¥ off the streets. Late
in the afternoon the Vice-President informed me that he had just warned
President Gomez of these, serious disturbances and that he should take all
possible precautions.

A little after g o’clock that evening a number of negroes were attacked
by crowds of whites armed with revolvers. At least one was killed in the
center of town and two or three more in various parts of the city and

suburbs, the disorders having.spread with great rapidity. Large numbers

of negroes were beaten and the receiving hospitals were kept busy until a

late hour of the night. Although warning. had been given the Govern- -
ment of these outbreaks, it had failed to take adequate precaution, and it

was some time before sufficient forces were on the ground to clear Central
* Park and hold the largest crowds in check.

. On hearing of the trouble Mr. Gibson and Mr. Bell, the two secre-
taries of this legation; went to Central Park, where they met Colonel
Aguirre, chief of police. At his invitation they remained with-him_in-a

café on the square, where he established himself to receive reports from his
subordinates. He ‘remained there until after 2 o'clock in the morning,
receiving frequent verbal reports from his submdmates as to occurrences
in various parts of the city, and it was from this source that 1 gained the
information contained in my telegram of June g, 1 p. m. Colonel Aguierre
stated in confidénce at that time that the disorders would probably increase
in seriousness as soon as the “bad” negroes should have an opportunity to
organize, those injured that evening having been for the most part inoffen-
sive negroes who were attacked simply because of their color. At the
same time Colonel Agmerre said that it was the intention of the Govern-

ment to order all the forces at its command to active guard duty to prevent

further troubles. ~He said that, in- anti‘cip'{tion of trouble, he had kept the

entire police force on practically continuous duty day and night for four
days, and that they were so completely tired out that, unless they were gwen‘

some relief, they would soon-be unable to render effective service. |
' It was fully expected that serious disorders would occur on Sunday
evening when the Government intended to permit a band-concert in-the

Central Park, which on Sunday mght‘; is frequented almost exclus:vely by
negroes. It was expected that the worst elements would appear at this- -
time and be- only -too- ready for trouble. - As it happened ‘however, torren.__ .

tial rains began on Sunday morning-and have continued almost constant]y, ST

there having been a heavy downpour on’ both Sunday and Monday even-]ﬁf" T
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ings. Thrs of ‘course, prevented the gathermg of large crowds out of

doors and the consequent opportumty for precipitating’ trouble In splte

of this, the Government: had large forces of police, soldiers, rural guard

and local volunteers statroned throughout the’ city patrolhng all the prin-
* cipal'streets. :
For some days 1 have recelved frequent appeals from Amerlcans and-
. others resrdmg in Habana and vicinity; expressing their applehensmns in-
regard to p0551b1e outbreaks “These. appeals bave been almost invariably .
accompanied by an expression of the hope that an American warsh1p would
be sent to Habana for moral effect. " 1t may- ‘be said without exaggeratlon
‘that a large number of the various forexgn colomes and a large number of
Cubans were in a state of apprehensmn closely bordering upon panic. The
amount of feeling aroused by the disorders of ‘Saturday night and by the
reports of outrages received from Oriente had also produced a very dan-
gerous state of mind which" éntailed, and undoubted]y still“entails, great
potentlalltles of trouble. For these reasons and in view of the importance
of the American colony in Habana and its suburbs containing many Ameri-
can women, it seemed to me that a very heavy responsibility rested upon
the American Government and upen me in the event of serious racial
disorders. ' - -

" Therefore, after much thought and careful consideration of the possible
effects of the step, I decided that the only course open to me was to ask '
for the sendmg of' a warship to Habana for moral effect and to calm the
general féeling of apprehension. From what I am able to observe, since
the airival of the ships yesterday, the effect has been .all that could be
desired. A general feeling of relief- is evident in the foreign colonies of
Habana and apparently a‘large part. of the Cuban population expresses
decided satisfaetion-at our action iu- sendlng the—ships—heré—Strange
say, none of the riewspapers have expressed pronounced disapproval at the
sending of the ships, and those Cubans who are not relieved by their arrival

" - have apparently accepted it apathetically.  The only expressions of appre-

" hension or disapproval which I have heard emanate from the Cuban Gov-
" ernment itself, which evidently entertains grave fears that the American
Government is deliberately, se¢king pretext for an intervention. :

T believe that Mr. Sanguily entirely understands our motives and inten-
tions in the present crisis—he at least expressed himself most sensibly on
the subject—but it is appalent that the-President is surrounded-by a clique
which: seeks to create in-his mind the most. unfounded suspicions as to our
motives, apparently with. cons1derable success. This would apparently
account for Mr, Rivero’s request- that -the ships be withdrawn, - T had an
- intimation yesterday afternooi that some such step was anticipated when
Mz, -Patterson, the - Subsecretary of : State informed Mr. Gibson that the

_ President was thmkmg of asking: him'to- telegraph ‘the Department that.
_ .'_'condltions were so entlrely satisfactory. that: the: ships mlght be 1mmedtately C
_f W1thdrawr1 “The request has not’ been made , T SRR -
. Ine comphance with”your" telegram ‘of Jube 10, 4 p m., 1eoe1ved last'

B evemncr I took occaswn_to eonfer at some length with Adrmral Osterhaus o

“this morning,. He then"mformed e that hehad-last evening;-aft
',.sultatlon and’ cons:deratlon tele' T _
: SIdered it advisable to’ remam m'ﬁHabana for the present for moral eﬁ'ect 1f

,ed the NaVY Departmﬁ‘nt thatrh_ con_ e
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nothing else. The admiral expressed himself as agreeing with me that the.
same general- conditions now exist as at the time when my’ request for a
battleship was made and he deems it wise to await developments ‘before
deciding that his presence is no longer needed liere. As the Department
already knows from my telegram of June 10 (midnight), T am- most
decidedly of the same opinion. o _

As I-have previously stated to the Department, it.is impossible to tell
whether conditions in Habana will grow better or worse, but the next few
days will probably decide the question. The Government is, I believe,
taking many precautionary measures, and I see by.the newspapers that
large numbers of negroes have been -arrested on charges of conspiracy
against the Government, and that many others are Jeaving the city to avoid
arrest, What effect this will have, it is difficult to say.

- In summing up, T beg to express my thorough conviction that the
sending of the ships was fully warranted by the situation, that the effect of
their visit has been salutary, and that their withdrawal at this time would
be a serious mistake.

- T have, etc., A. M. BEAUPRE,

Minister Bem.c;‘zré to the Secretary of State.

[Telegran‘].]

AMERICAN LEGaTION,
Habana, June 12, 1912—4 $. m.
Consul at Santiago telegraphs the following :

June 12, 2 p. m. The following order dated June 11, 1912, has been issued by
Monteagudo and I am informed will be promulgated this afternoon:

[Quotéd in-Spanish; translation.]

“I order the following: Insurgents in arms who will appear before and submit
to the lawful authority before 12 p. m. on the 22zd day of the present month will be
exempted  from punishment and immediately liberated, except the originators or
leaders of the rebellion and those guilty of a second offense. _

*“The said originators and leaders will be exempted from the penalty to which
they are liable if they surrender within the time limit set by the foregoing para-
graph, and will suffer that immediately below, from the lowest to the medium -
degree. Those guilty of a second offense will, on that aécount, be held under the
surveillance of the authorities.” ' : :

From the foregoing it would seem clear that either the Government’s
claim of having the rebels surroundéd and at its mercy is without founda-
tion in fact or that the President intends to -adopt no severe meastres
against the rebels in order, for political purposes, to avoid “antagonizing
them... One reason given by the afternoon papers fpr this order is that = .-
_ the""t?ir'f)_'éa_allo;_yed_ by the former order did. not give _sufﬁ'ci_ent time for the
surrender of some rebel§ who would have been disposed. to lay down' their
arms. The Department can judge of the validity of this explanation. Tt
would seem that in the absence of a disavowal -by the President this order
constitutes either an admission of hitherto unaéknowledged weakn__essio'r'an,
indicatioii of a vicious_sacrifice of principle” and -public- interest for- pur- — — -
poses of political gain. ' L L '

"BEAUPRE.




Mzmster Becmpre’ to t/ze Secretary of State

[Telegram ]

7 AMERICAN L}:.GATION
Halrmm fzme 13, 1912—4 p. m.
Government. contmues to make wholesale arrests of negroes in Habana
and’ vlclmty on chafges of consp:racy Judgmg from judicial proeeedmgs* '

published in' press it ‘would seem’ that jails-must be filled. “ Each day -
}ud1c1al proceedings ‘ormg to hght events and arrests hitherto unknown_ '
A number of negroes-haye been arrested_on a charge. of conspiracy to
destroy bridge and - other 1mportant property in the vicinity of Marianao,
dynamite being found -in large ‘quantities. Although Government con-
tinues to maintain that country is absolutely quiet it is a matter of common
know]edge that negroes are conspiring almost openly in various parts of
the country without interference from the authorities and that'small bands
are commIttmg petty ‘deprédations ‘throughout the Republic.

- A story- is bemg industriously circulated by the Department of the
Inter1or evidently in accord with Government's general policy of a1ou5mg
feelmg against the United States, to the effect that the President is plan-

* ning:to send General Wood or General Crowder to Cuba to look into the
justice of the, negroes’ demands and that if they so advise the American
Government will insist that the negroes be given the upper hand in the
Government. “This ridiculous story is creating a surprising amount of
constérnation and resentment even. among mtelhgent classes who wou]d

welcome intervention. _
BEAUPRE,

~~Minister Beaupré to the Secretary uf tote:
[Telegram.]

- AMERICAN LEGATION,
- Habana, June 13, 1912—06 p. m.

Cuban Secretary of State has received telegram from Ferrara, which
'_he has glven to .the press savmg “ships ordered ‘withdrawn”.

BEAUPRE,

The Secremry af State to the C uban ﬂ(mzster

No 48] S - i DEPAI\TMENT OF STATE,
- Washington, June 13, 1912
- SIR:- I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt. of your mote, No.
.'27, of the Ioth mstant * by which;.in- pursiance of_ thﬁ_&ubj_t of ‘your
‘femai ' 'th mstant_you quote a: telegram wherem the Cuban

L *Not prmted
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whose efficiency in this direction will naturally profit by. the. candor dis-

“played by the Cuban officials’ with whom ‘they ‘deal, and that, in view of . -
the information before it, the Government of the United States would not -

feel justified in changing at this time naval dispositions the true object of
which is so well known to the Cuban Government.
Accept, etc,, . '

P. C. Knox.
The Secretary of State to Minister Beaupreé,

[Telegfam.]

. DEPARTMENT OF STaTE,
| Washington, June 14, 1g12—3 p. m.
In view of your telegram of June 13, 4 p. m., you may give publicity

to the following statement

‘Under instructions from 'the Government of the United States, the legation
gives notice thatno credence should be attached to reports as to the policy or action
of the United States except only authentic official stalements by the Department of
State or by this legation. '

On March 13 the President of the United States called special attention to the
bad effect of unauthorized promulgation of false rumors. The oceasion for now
reverting to the subject is due to the story being circulated in Habana and else-
where to the effect that the President is planning to send a representative to Cubain
connection with questions between the Cuban Government and the insurrectionists.

Although the policy of the United States has, from the very first, been made
absolutely clear, so industrious is the circulation of malicious and uninformed rumors
that it may be worth while once-again to state that only measures of precaution
and of ordinary protection of American life and property have been taken; meas-
ut:_é,s irrespective of the special relations of the United States and Cuba and unre-
lated to the possibility of intervention. These measures do not relieve Cuba.of its

obligation fully to protect foreign life and property,although they have been recog.-
nized as greatly strengthening the hand of the Cuban Government. Indeed, the

spirit of these measures has been well called a ‘‘preventive policy"—a policy of

giving Cuba every opportunity to vindicate its national positicn,

As was officially stated by the Secretary ‘of State on’ June 10: ““The United
States is not contemplating intervention in Cuba, but hopes and believes the
Cuban Government will, by prompt and active measures, be able to suppress the
insurrection.” - ' : : - :

Kwox.

The Secretary of State to M: tnister Beaupré.

[Telegram.]

. DEPARTMENT &F STATE,
_ Washington, June 14, 1912—5 p. m.
. Department recently received a request for American protection for
the Esperanza San Miguel Sugar Mills, owned by the Spanish firm Marimon
Bosch Co., Santiago. - You may informally and unofficially bring this and

— e

similar cases to the attention of the Fd_rci'gn Office, saying .that, whilé the
matter is of coursc not one primarilyfor the cognizance of this Govein-
ment, its friendship for Cuba and its interest in its ultimate welfare prompts - .

‘it thus to. bring the case_'_'to,,tbe__at,t_jpi_l';i:olil of tllé_C'ubap_Gg\_gpmént;!

the hope that Cuba will take the measures necessary to' obviate the possi- -

bility of future embarrassment..

3 1305 5

jith
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Mznzster Beaupré to f/ze Secreiary of State

[Te}egram ]

o T ' AMERICAN L}:.GATZ{ON _
‘ Habana jzme 15, 1912—~10 pom.

The ‘Government censorshlp of news is now: practlcally complete, .
Nota word is. given out that is not ‘Cl’ltll't:]y favorable to-the Government:
The bulletins given out each’ day'aﬁnounce the killing of large numbers of
negroes and only one- death on the Government side has been officially
admitted so far as I have observed ‘In accordance with present program
it is. repeatedly stated in’. ofﬁc;al bulletins. and pre51dent1al proclamations
that the revolution is practlcally suppressed after victories in which several
of the. negro leaders, including. Estenoz; have been killed -and that others
have surrendered. The information - contained in the following telegram
from the consul at Santlago has not ‘been made public by the Government,
although it must have been in the possession of .the President for some
fours; neither have T received any intimation from the Government of
the conditions indicated, in spite of the President’s formal promlse to keep
‘me fully and frankly informed : -

7. p. m. Proolamatmn cuartel- general de la 2a brigada ejercito revindicador"
' dl\nsxon de combate, dated June 14, 1912, signed by Julio Antomanchi, el general en
COITI[S]OII “de este brigada, states that in view of the attitude taken by the Govern-
ment, forces attackmg and déstroying the farms of unfortunate people that have
taken flo part in the revolution, who. have been pumshed and others macheteados
on the pubhc h:ghways not being any mdependlentes de color but liberal and con-
servative negroes I, in use of the faculties that correspond to me as brigadier in
commard of the operations-in this zZone, will not cominit crimes. like the Weylerian
soldlers toward: the forces of the Cuban ‘Government, but be it well-understood that
all fore:gners wifhm the space of"é":{'iﬂ)‘u_rs'ﬁfe r‘ﬁﬁiﬁi‘mbanﬂonjtherr-home
those that should mnot do it withia that time will be hung and within the space of
48 hours their consuls will do well to answer me what I ought to do with their -
properties dnd interests: and if it should pass that time I will comply with the duty
of my charge, reducing houses and cafetales to ashes. -

Holaday s-comment fo]lows

As. a result territory comprlsmg termmo mummpal of Cobre depopulated,
inhabitants seeking refuge El Cobre ‘and Palma Soriano. Reliable information
thére are 3,000 refugees El Cobre and equal number at Palma Soriano. - Just
returned from conference with General’ Monteagudo, who assures me that he has at
~ this moment 500 guernllas and sold1ers actually operating in that district who
will -be .able to prevént any destructlon of property, reestablish order within. a
short space of time; that the people had '\.bandoned “their homes without reason;}
that he had ]ust issuéd: the following prociamation “which was. being dlstrlbuted :
'[quoted in Spamsh “translation foilows] **Upon- mformatlon that the ldbo:
rennstes have ‘made. the peaceful citizens- who are engaged in working'in the :
fields - beheve that théir lives are in’ danger if they do mo reconcentrate in the'
'mty, 1t is hereby ‘made known toall. cmzens who' are not tdkmg part in the present
dlsturbance of publlc order that . they may freely pursue. their usual ‘labor in:the
ith:the assurance of not bemgfmolested and of being protected &nd recewmgf .
ance as they may need The mrlltary com-- '

Of thelr hves and property . The ) 111 11kew1se lleten to ever'\r complamt la;d befor
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them and conduct the appropriate investigation in every case, reporting- the result
thereof and the decision arrived at to thése headquarters.” = Will' make written -
report to-morrow and will cable you to-morrow evening if any decided change in:
the situation. Holaday. - ' R
o BeAUPRE,

Consul Holaday to the Secfez'm;y of State. :
| [Telegram.] 7

AMERICAN CONSULATE,
Santiago de Cuba, June 18, 1912—1r0 a. m.

I do not regard Estenoz letter as of sufficient importance to warrant .
transmitting the whole of it. After reciting several atrocities, which he -
alleges have been committed by loyal forces, he makes the following
statemient : N : o

We believe that it will be impossible to arrive at an agreement with this Gov-
ernment, as it is unworthy of any confidence; since it has done nothing but destroy
the confidence of the country, making the white natives believe that we hate them
and that our just contention is purely a war of races, the black against the white,
the contrary being true, our acts being the best proof, as I have said. We expect,
therefore, that as at other times your Government will appoint a representative if
it see fit, in order that in the very camp of the revolution he may convince himself
of the truth of everything I have said; since if the outrages with regard to our - )
families continue thus we will find ourselves under the necessity of establishing
reprisals, a thing that will put an end to civilization and to the wise counsels which
we received from you during the time that you governed us. )
' Horapav.

The Secretary of State to the British Chargé,

[Telegram.] —

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,

. Waskington, fune 20, rgr2.

Your telegram June 18.%* S
In a note addressed to you to-day in reply to yours of the 13th in-
stant,* I advised you that I had communicated your note to the Secretary -
of the Navy with the request that, following the course pursued during the
revolutionary disturbances in Cuba in 1906, such protection as may be
available for the lives ‘and property of American citizens in Cuba shall
likewise be extended to British subjects. ' - _
' s Knox.

Minister Beaupré to the Secretary of State.

[Telegram.] ] .
AMERICAN LEEATI’ON,_:" 7 T
| - Habana, June 24, 19124 p. m.
Consul at Sant_iag@writes as follows: o o
Outside of paitisans of the administration the;re does x-mt seem to.be an'y_great-

. ‘confidence in the constantly reiterated statements at military headquarters here that - -
- the rebéllion is dominated and that a-few scattered bands only-remain;-which will— -~

#Not printed. _ R - , S “
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are not burnmg towns a.nd properttes as they drd at the commencement as they'
. have been forced to adopt different “tactics, . and mstead of ’ going in large bodles;
attackmg and robbmg here and’ there small defenseless commumtles they have been..
compelled to divide up-iato small groups and’ seek -refuge from the. persecutlon :
“of the-loyal trgops in the mountain ‘fastnesses, from which places they sally forth~
-now and then, usually at ‘night, and’ when there are no loyal troops known to be
in the vicinity, to commit’ some depredanons and terrlfy the community, if there
happens to be anybody left ‘there to. terrify. . I am. informed. by a man whom I
believe to be worthy of credence, and whom I ‘also believe to bein a position to-
obtam reliable mformatlon from the rebel forces, that the morale of those i in revolt
is as'good to:day as it was the day they initiated the rebellion; that they are in na
wise dlscouraged that they are just as determmed that not a single one has sur-
rendered himself and- accepted liberty under . the ierms of the bando of General
Monteagudo, excépt upon.specific orders of Geneéral Estenoz, because they had pre-
sented themselves in the field of operatlons without arms with which to fight or
defend themselves and for that reason were more of 4 burden on the operatlons of
the forces than assistance; that these would immediately rejoin the movement as
soon as it was p0351b1e to obtam arms with which to fight; that there had been a
change in the purpose for which the movement was instituted; that they realized
that they could not obtain from the Cuban Government the repeal of the Morua law,
- which was the main thing for which they had begun the rebellion, and also that our
Government would not send a representatwe for the purpose of acting as mediator
between them and the Cuban administration. In view of which the movement from
_henceforth would be on for the expressed and avowed purpose of bringing about
the annexation of the island to the United States, and that the war would be prose-
cuted unceasingly untii mterventlon took place upon the basis that it would be
permanent and have for its ultimate end the annnexation of the island to the Umted_
States under the full and complete sovereignty thereof. oo

BEAUPRE.

Comul Holaday to. t/ze 5ecretar_y of State. . .

&

[Telegram ]

"AMERICAN CONSULATE,
: - Santiago, Cuba, June 28, 1912—6 a. m.
Estenoz was kllled yesterday about noon'in a battle ai Micara, betw een
Lamaya and Mayari, - His body was brought here on special train, arriving
about. 3 a. m; to-day and posmvely Identlﬁed ‘Rebel loss stated at military
rheadquarters.to have been-150 killed. . e _
" . IR - ‘Hovapavy.

The Sé&retgzry of State _tofM inister Beaupré.

vTelegram ]

DEPARTMENT OF STATE -
. : Was/zmgtan, SJune. 29, 19I2—5 p.m. . -
Pursuant to. the followmg telegram recelved by the Navy De"':artrnent
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with force on board, may return north; also, in my opinion, state of affairs
.in the Province of Oriente is such that all vessels of the Fourth Division,
Atlantic Fleet, may be withdrawn, leaving landed force and gunboats to
handle situation. The latest reliable information indicates Cuban forces
can control situation.” Inform consul at Santiago. ' '

Krox,

Minister Beaupré to the Secreta,ry of State.
"[Extract.]

No. 323.] o AMERICAN LEGATION, ° A
Habana, July 2, 1972,
Sir : While there have been no radical developments since Estenoz
was killed, I think I may safely say that the situation has improved to a
marked degree, and that a very encouraging change is manifest in public
confidence. It is, of course, impossible to predict with certainty what may
happen so long as Ivonet and other leaders contrive to elude capture, but
it is now generally believed that the Government has the upper hand and
will, with a proper display of energy, be able completely to crush the revolt.

I have, etc.,
A. M. BEAUPRE.

Y




